
James Springer White: 1821 – 1881 on the Trinity 

 
“Jesus prayed that his disciples might be one as he was one with his Father. This 
prayer did not contemplate one disciple with twelve heads, but twelve disciples, 
made one in object and effort in the cause of their master. Neither are the Father 
and the Son parts of the “three-one God.” They are two distinct beings, yet one in 
the design and accomplishment of redemption. The redeemed, from the first who 
shares in the great redemption, to the last, all ascribe the honor, and glory, and praise, 
of their salvation, to both God and the Lamb.” (James White, 1868, Life 
Incidents, page 343) 

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for 
THE faith which was once delivered unto the saints…” (Jude 3, 4) …The exhortation to 
contend for the faith delivered to the saints, is to us alone. And it is very important for 
us to know what for and how to contend. In the 4th verse he gives us the reason why 



we should contend for THE faith, a particular faith; “for there are certain men,” or a 
certain class who deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.… The way 
spiritualizers have disposed of or denied the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus 
Christ is first using the old unscriptural Trinitarian creed, viz., that Jesus Christ is the 
eternal God, though they have not one passage to support it, while we have plain 
scripture testimony in abundance that he is the Son of the eternal God.” (James White, 
January 24, 1846, The Day Star) 

“The inexplicable Trinity that makes the Godhead three in one and one in three, is bad 
enough; but that ultra Unitarianism that makes Christ inferior to the Father is worse. 
Did God say to an inferior, “Let us make man in our image?”” (James White, 
November 29, 1877, Review & Herald) 

“The Father was greater than the Son in that he was first.” (James White, January 4, 
1881, Review & Herald; found in EGW Review and Herald Articles, vol. 1, page 244) 

“We are told by those who teach the abolition of the Father’s law, that the 
commandments of God mentioned in the New Testament, are not the ten, but the 
requirements of the gospel, such as repentance, faith, baptism and the Lord’s supper. 
But as these, and every other requirement peculiar to the gospel, are all embraced in 
the faith of Jesus, it is evident that the commandments of God are not the sayings of 
Christ and his apostles. To assert that the sayings of the Son and his apostles are the 
commandments of the Father, is as wide from the truth as the old trinitarian 
absurdity that Jesus Christ is the very and Eternal God. And as the faith of Jesus 
embraces every requirement peculiar to the gospel, it necessarily follows that the 
commandments of God, mentioned by the third angel, embrace only the ten 
precepts of the Father’s immutable law which are not peculiar to any one 
dispensation, but common to all.” (James White, August 5, 1852, Review & Herald, vol. 
3, no. 7, page 52, par. 42) 

“Bro. Cottrell is nearly eighty years of age, remembers the dark day of 1780, and has 
been a Sabbath-keeper more than thirty years. He was formerly united with the 
Seventh-Day Baptists, but on some points of doctrine has differed from that body. He 
rejected the doctrine of the trinity, also the doctrine of man’s consciousness between 
death and the resurrection, and the punishment of the wicked in eternal 
consciousness. He believed that the wicked would be destroyed. Bro. Cottrell buried 
his wife not long since, who, it is said, was one of the excellent of the earth. Not long 
since, this aged pilgrim received a letter from friends in Wisconsin, purporting to be 



from M. Cottrell, his wife, who sleeps in Jesus. But he, believing that the dead know 
not anything, was prepared to reject at once the heresy that the spirits of the dead, 
knowing everything, come back and converse with the living. Thus truth is a staff in his 
old age. He has three sons in Mill Grove, who, with their families are Sabbath-
keepers.” (James White, June 9, 1853, Review & Herald, vol. 4, no. 2, page 12, par. 16) 

“Catholic Reasons for Keeping Sunday  

1. Because “it is also called Sunday from the old Roman denomination of Dies Solis, 
the day of the sun, to which it was sacred.” “Sunday was a name given by the heathens 
to the first day of the week, because it was the day on which they worshipped the 
sun.” 

2. Because it is “in honor of the blessed Virgin Mary.” 

3. Because “it is a day dedicated by the apostles to the honor of the most Holy Trinity.”“ 

(James White, April 4, 1854, Review & Herald, vol. 5, no. 11, page 86, par. 16-18) 

The Position of the Remnant  

As fundamental errors, we might class with this counterfeit sabbath other errors 
which Protestants have brought away from the Catholic church, such as sprinkling 
for baptism, the trinity, the consciousness of the dead and eternal life in misery. The 
mass who have held these fundamental errors, have doubtless done it ignorantly; 
but can it be supposed that the church of Christ will carry along with her these 
errors till the judgment scenes burst upon the world? We think not. “Here are they 
[in the period of a message given just before the Son of man takes his place upon the 
white cloud, Rev. 14:14] that keep the commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus.” This class, who live just prior to the second advent, will not be keeping the 
traditions of men, neither will they be holding fundamental errors relative to the plan 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. And as the true light shines out upon these 
subjects, and is rejected by the mass, then condemnation will come upon 
them. When the true Sabbath is set before men, and the claims of the fourth 
commandment are urged upon them, and they reject this holy institution of the God 
of heaven, and choose in its place an institution of the beast, it can then be said, in the 
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fullest sense, that such worship the beast. The warning message of the third angel is 
given in reference to that period, when the mark of the beast will be received, instead 
of the seal of the living God. Solemn dreadful, swiftly approaching hour! (James 
White, September 12, 1854, Review & Herald, vol. 6, no. 5, page 36, par. 8) 

“Here we might mention the Trinity, which does away the personality of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ, and of sprinkling or pouring instead of being “buried with Christ in 
baptism,” “planted in the likeness of his death:” but we pass from these fablesto 
notice one that is held sacred by nearly all professed Christians, both Catholic and 
Protestant. It is, The change of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment from the 
seventh to the first day of the week.” (James White, December 11, 1855,Review & 
Herald, vol. 7, no. 11, page 85, par. 16) 

“The “mystery of iniquity” began to work in the church in Paul’s day. It finally crowded 
out the simplicity of the gospel, and corrupted the doctrine of Christ, and the church 
went into the wilderness. Martin Luther, and other reformers, arose in the strength of 
God, and with the Word and Spirit, made mighty strides in the Reformation. The 
greatest fault we can find in the Reformation is, the Reformers stopped reforming. Had 
they gone on, and onward, till they had left the last vestige of Papacy behind, such as 
natural immortality, sprinkling, the trinity, and Sunday- keeping, the church would now 
be free from herunscriptural errors.” (James White, February 7, 1856, Review & 
Herald, vol. 7, no. 19, page 148, par. 26) 

“We have not as much sympathy with Unitarians that deny the divinity of Christ, as 
with Trinitarians who hold that the Son is the eternal Father, and talk so mistily about 
the three-one God. Give the Master all that divinity with which the Holy Scriptures 
clothe him. ..”(from : Review and Herald June 6, 1871 James and Ellen White’s – 
Western Tour.) 

“We invite all to compare the testimonies of the Holy Spirit through Mrs. W., with the 
word of God. And in this we do not invite you to compare them with your creed. That 
is quite another thing. The trinitarian may compare them with his creed, and because 
they do not agree with it, condemn them. The observer of Sunday, or the man who 
holds eternal torment an important truth, and the minister that sprinkles infants, may 
each condemn the testimonies’ of Mrs. W. because they do not agree with their 
peculiar views. And a hundred more, each holding different views, may come to the 
same conclusion. But their genuineness can never be tested in this way.” { James 
White RH June 13, 1871} 



“He(Jame White) received a commendation that few others have attained. God has 
permitted the precious light of truth to shine upon His word and illuminate the mind 
of my husband. He may reflect the rays of light from the presence of Jesus upon 
others by his preaching and writing.”{E. G. White, Testimonies for the Church Volume 
3, p. 502} 

“Many of the pioneers, who shared with us these trials and victories, remained true till 
the close of life, and have fallen asleep in Jesus. Among these is the faithful warrior 
who for thirty-six years stood by my side in the battle for truth. God used him as 
a teacher and leader to stand in the front ranks during the severe struggles of 
those early days of the message; but he has fallen at his post, and, with others who 
have died in the faith, he awaits the coming of the Lifegiver, who will call him from his 
gloomy prison-house to a glorious immortality.” {RH, November 20, 1883 par. 6} 

Did God have a form? What is God? 
He is material, organized intelligence possessing both body and parts. He is in the 
form of Man. 

What is Jesus Christ?  He is the Son of God and He is like His Father, being the 
brightness of the Father’s Glory and the express image of His person. He is material, 
intelligence with body, parts and passions, possessing immortal flesh and immortal 
bones. — James White, August 19, 1858 

“In the beginning, man was created in the likeness of God, not only in character, but in 
form and feature.” (EGW GC 645) 


