
monced ' his ministry in the most holy place of the 
heavenly sanctuary, and our interpretation of the 
" d a ily ” only serves to emphasize the importance of 
this prophetic period in its relation to our work for 
this generation. It, therefore, seems a thousand pities 
that any effort should be made to withhold this knowl­
edge from our people by attempting to maintain an 
interpretation of this prophecy which is contrary both 
to history and to sound principles of Scripture inter­
pretation. W. W. P rescott.
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“ THE DAILY”
Jl B rie f Reply to Two Leaflets on This 

Subject

DU R IN G  the past year two leaflets dealing with 
the “  daily ” of the eighth chapter of Daniel have 
been issued in which an effort has been made 

to maintain the view that the “ daily”  is paganism, and 
that it was taken away in A. n. 508. Against those who 
entertain a different interpretation of this prophecy, the 
serious charge is made in both leaflets that in their 
teaching they are squarely contradicting the plain state­
ments of the spirit of prophecy.

These circumstances justify the appearance of this 
leaflet, the purpose of which is to present some facts 
bearing upon this question, and to establish the truth 
of the matter. Every interpretation of a fulfilled proph­
ecy must he in harmony with facts; and questions of 
difference are to be settled, not by mere assertions or 
unwarranted claims, but by such evidence as will 
stand the closest examination. It should be our sin­
cere aim (o know and teach the truth, and we should 
be prepared to do what we are constantly asking others 
to do, viz., to accept evidence, and to change our views 
when (bey are proved to be incorrect. It is no discredit 
to a sincere man to be found mistaken, but he dis­
credits himself when he refuses to correct a mistake 
which has been plainly pointed out. It is more im­
portant to know the truth than to cling to a traditional 
teaching.
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company expected,- to cleanse the sanctuary by puri­
fying the earth by fire. I saw that they were correct 
in their reckoning of the prophetic periods; prophetic, 
time closed in 1844, and Jesus entered the most holy 
place to cleanse the sanctuary at the ending of the 
days. Their mistake consisted in not understanding 
what the sanctuary was and the nature of its cleansing.

That this is the right view of this instruction given 
through the spirit of prophecy, will appear more plainly 
when we remember that since 1844 there has been until 
recently no difference of opinion as to what the “ daily ” 
was, and that the confusion which arose after 1844 was 
not on account of a change of interpretation in this re­
spect, but because of the many attempts to readjust the 
prophetic period of 230b years and to set new times still 
in the future for the expiration of this period, and for 
the appearance of Christ in the clouds o f heaven; there­
fore, it is said: “ When union existed before 1844, nearly 
all were united on the correct view of the 'd a i ly ; ’ but 
in the confusion since 1844 other views have been em­
braced, and darkness and confusion have followed.’’ 
The “ other view's ” were with reference to the time, 
concerning which many different interpretations were 
brought forward, causing “  darkness and confusion,” 
but during all that period there was no controversy as 
to what the “ daily ” represented.

In interpreting this prophecy the early Adventists 
placed the emphasis upon the question, “ How long shall 
be the vision concerning the ‘ d a ily ’ ? ” etc., and upon 
the reply, “ Unto two thousand and three hundred eve­
nings and mornings.” This period of time and the 
date which marked its expiration were the subjects 
which claimed their chief attention, and concerning 
these matters they had the correct view.

Wm. Miller’s Exposition of the “ Daily ”
That this is the true meaning of this passage in 

“ Early W ritings” becomes still more evident when we
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state some views entertained previous to 1844 in the 
exposition of the “ daily.” An examination of Will­
iam Miller’s lectures and of the writings of other Ad­
vent believers in the publications of that time, shows 
that the following views were taught: —

1. The first beast of Revelation 13 was a symbol of 
pagan Rome. 2. The two-horned beast of Revelation 
13 was a symbol of the Papacy. 3. The six hundred 
sixty and six (Rev. 13 : 18) represented the duration of 
the life, of the pagan Roman beast. 4. The commence­
ment of this period was placed in- b . c . 158, when it 
was declared that the league with the Jews was made. 
5. The termination of this period of 666 years was 
obtained by subtracting T58 from 666, thus giving 
508 a . n. 1

i t  will be .seen at once that if the statement in “ Early 
W ritings” that “ when union existed, before 1844, 
nearly all were united on the correct view of the 
‘ daily,’ ”  means that they taught the correct interpre­
tation of this subject, then we have some very serious 
readjustments to make in our present teaching. Since 
the rise of this third angel’s message it has been 
taught that the first beast of Revelation 13 was not 
pagan Rome, but papal Rom e; that the two-horned 
beast was not the Papacy, but the United States; that 
the 666 years was not the duration of the life of the 
pagan beast, but the number of the name of the beast; 
that tire Jewish league was not made in n. c. 158, but 
rather in b . c. i6r. Furthermore, granting every other 
position to be true, if the 666 years commenced in 
n. 0. 158, they would end in a . d. 509, not in a . n. 508.

There are two leading ideas connected with the 
“ daily” in Daniel 8; one is the meaning of the “ daily,” 
the other is the time period connected with the “  daily ” 
as indicated by the question, "  How long shall be the 
vision concerning the d aily?”  etc. It is evident that 
this passage in “ Early Writings ”  refers to the time



L
iioagoij ui sja8ub oqj jo  uiuXq oqx sjoijjuoo fbituop 
[>eiii ojmu qsoqj <'( ooiqd oae.3 — souqj oqj jo  odBiiiSuEj 

■ up si qous - - suo.113 oqj jo  slioijobj uoojS puE oiqq 
nlX 'n,|i|9o.uiis'ui suoiS ijoj ui uie.Se jno aqoaq ‘squoui 
pm: X3 .iojO( nip jo  tiuijEtfijsui oqj jb  ‘ojdouijuBjsuo3 
■ yiuuujiooBjq jo op vo oqj jo jje  jeoX oqx 'z i$  a •v 
Moisimi siq jsouqi: p:iibo siq su ‘oouoso-id siq SwqoEOjd 
di: mo.ij pojiqiqujd pu^ oq iuoijav ‘sumopo3Bj\[ doqsigj 

mjj iinjAiooo.1 jo uuucqmmq oqj oj poonpoj sem jojocI 
mo oqx • • ■ oouod oqj uiejuieiu jou pjnoo oq Ioave sj; 

iso| .lojodiuo oqj jo  oouosojd ouiAip oqj !Xe j j  oojoy pjm  
1: seav o.roqp ■jjjoav .uoqj unSoq so no js puE sqotjs ‘joqjo 
qouo jsuie3 u sos.1110 Suijjtuj ijjjav jiiojuod jou ojom Xô x  
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was (lie Iiiiti lo-cry on earth, the signal for human blood­
shed. Mam palaces of the nobles were set on fire; the 
officers of ihc crown insulted; pillage, conflagration, 
violence reigned throughout the, city. A  peasant who 
had turned monk was torn from -the palace of the fa­
vorite Svrian minister of Anastasius, Marines (he was 
accused of having introduced the. preface burden of the 
angelic In inn); his head was struck off, carried on a 
pole, with shouts, “ Behold the enemy of the T rin ity !” . 
The hoary emperor appeared in the Circus and com- ■ 
manded the heralds to announce, to the people that he 
was prepared to abdicate the empire, if they could agree 
in the choice of his successors. The piteous spectacle 
soothed the fury of the people; they entreated Anasta­
sias to resume the diadem; hut'the blood of two of 
iiis ministers was demanded as a sacrifice to appease 
their vengeance.

It will he seen that these quotations deal, with the 
same subject as does the quotation from Gibbon, made 
in “ Thoughts on Daniel,” and that these events oc­
curred in the years a . n. 5TO-12. Two things are evi­
dent from lliese quotations: First, that the disturbances 
referred to by Gibbon, were quarrels between the Mono- 
physite. monks and the orthodox monks, two factions 
in the one church, and not a conflict between the Papacy 
and paganism. And second, that the particular out­
break referred to in the quotation from Gibbon, as 
given in “ Thoughts on Daniel,” occurred after a . i>. 508.

The. following extract from Neander’s Church His­
tory, Clark's edition, Vol. TV, page 257, deals with the 
same general subject and fixes the date of the insur­
rection of Vitalian, which is referred to in the latter 
part of the quotation from Gibbon, as given in 
“ Thoughts on D an iel:”—

As the rumor spread that the emperor favored the 
addition to the church hymn [the Trisagion], and was 
prepared lo remove the patriarch Maccdonius, a vio­
lent tumult breaks forth. The houses of many grandees 
were burned ; the monk who was supposed to he the au­
thor of the addition was seized by the infuriated pop'u-
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lace, murdered, and his head was carried about in tri­
umph, stuck upon a pole. Then appeared the emperor 
at the ( ircus, before (lie assembled people, without his 
crown, lie declared himself willing lo lay down the 
government; but all could not reign at once, one must 
be sovereign. These words had their effect upon the 
excited multitude. The people besought the emperor to 
retain the government. The emperor took advantage 
of this movement; he caused Macedonius to he removed, 
aiul Timotheus, a presbyter, who accepted the Hcnot- 
icoti, was appointed his successor. Meanwhile the em­
peror saw himself under the necessity, for many rea­
sons, of yielding to the fury of the exasperated partv 
of the Chalcedonian council where this predominated 
By this exasperation, aid and comfort were given to the 
insurrection of the military c'ommander Vitahan, which 
broke out in the year 514 ; and Anastasius found him­
self compelled to enter into conditions of peace, to the 
joy of the adherents of the Chalcedonian council.

From these extracts from Milman and Neandcr it is 
plain that the events referred to in the quotation from 
Gibbon in “ Thoughts on Daniel ” occurred in the pe­
riod A. d. 510-14, and it must be clear to all that even 
though the subject referred to was the taking away of 
paganism, it- would not he historically correct to fix 
upon the date a . ». 508 a.s the time when these events 
occurred. V hen also the fact is taken into consider­
ation that the history does not deal at all with the 
overthrow of paganism, hut with the settlement of a 
quarrel between fhe factions in the church itself, it 
must he doubly plain that this history can not he used 
in order to establish the year 508 as the time for the 
taking away of paganism.

I11 another of our hooks we find the following state­
ment :

The. last contest with paganism was in 508, when the 
French and Britons accepted Christianity; the "d a ily ” 
spoken of in Daniel had- been taken away.

No quotations arc made from, or any reference given
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Roman empire set aside paganism for the whole em­
pire, and that in 508, when Britain accepted Christianity 
as their, religion — they being the last to reject pagan­
ism, marked the overthrow of that cult, and was 
the completion of the “ taking away of the ‘ daily.’ ”

In reply to this claim, we will state that such his­
torians as Hume ( “ History of England,” Vol. I, chap, 
r, pages 25, 26), Mosheim ( “ Ecclesiastical History,” 
Vol. 11, part 1, chap, t, par. 2), Neander ("G eneral 
Church History,” T. & T. Clark’s edition, Vol. V , page 
13), and “ The Historian’s History of the W orld” 
(Vol. V III, page 532), all agree that Pope Gregory sent 
Augustine with forty Benedictine monks to Britain in 
596, that they arrived in 597, and that the conversion 
of Britain to Christianity extended far into the seventh 
century. This is certainly sufficient to dispose o f the 
unfounded assertion that Britain accepted Christianity 
in 508.

For the information of those interested in this sub­
ject, we will give the date of the conversion to the 
Catholic faith of some of the ten kingdoms. The com­
plete statement may be found in Gieseler’s “ Ecclesias­
tical History,” Vol. II, second period, div. 2, sec. 123. 
The dates are as follows: The Burgundians, 5 17 ; Suevi, 
550-569; Visigoths, 589; Anglo-Saxohs, after 596.

Another “ Square Contradiction ” Examined
In the last leaflet issued upon this subject a further 

attempt is made to cast discredit upon the view which 
we advocate by declaring that the position that pagan-, 
ism was taken away in the fourth century is “ a square 
contradiction” to the spirit of prophecy. In proof of 
this claim a quotation is made from “ Great Contro­
versy,” pages 49, 50, in which these words are found: —

'I'lie nominal conversion of Constantine, in the early 
part of the fourth century, caused great rejoicing; and 
the world, cloaked in a form of righteousness, walked 
into the church. Now the work of corruption rapidly

12

Tf" Mil 'WV j",'l 1 i.'O ■” ! ? 11 I"! mi 1—

progressed. Paganism, while appearing to he van­
quished, became the conqueror. Her spirit controlled 
the church, her doctrines, ceremonies, and superstitions 
were incorporated into the faith and worship of the 
professed followers of Christ.

I f  this citation call properly be used to prove that 
paganism was not taken away in the fourth century, 
it can with equal force be used to show that paganism 
was not taken away in 508, inasmuch as the “ doctrines, 
ceremonies, and superstitions ” of paganism continued 
through the Dark Ages, and have survived even to the
present time. It is plain on the face of it that the
paganism referred to in this extract is not that pagan­
ism which was the official religion of ancient Rome, 
hut instead that it signifies the spirit of that religion 
which survived long after the downfall of the Roman
empire. The use of this quotation for the purpose of
forestalling any candid investigation of our teaching 
does not seem consistent with that spirit of fairness 
which opens the way for the unprejudiced consideration 
of Bible truth.

The Testimony of History
Inasmuch as the position that paganism, the official 

religion of ancient Rome, was taken away before 508 
is thus denied, it is proper that we should submit a few 
brief extracts from history bearing upon this question. 
The subject of chapter. 28 of Gibbon’s “ History of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em pire” reads thus: 
“  Final Destruction of Paganism — Introduction of the 
Worship of Saints and Relics Among Christians.”  The 
time covered by this chapter as given in the table of 
contents is a . r>. 379-420, and the time covered under the 
heading “  Destruction of the Pagan Religion ” is 378- 
395. The first statement of this chapter is as follows : —

The ruin of paganism, in the age of Theodosius, is 
perhaps the only example of the total extirpation of 
any ancient and popular superstition; and may there­
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Authorized or Unauthorized Translating
In our exposition of the eighth chapter of Daniel, we 

have used the text of the American Standard Revised 
Version, which in substance is the same as the English 
Revised Version, Leescr’s Jewish Translation, and some 
of tiie latest and best foreign translations. These trans­
lations are based upo>i the best modern scholarship, and 
have commanded the respect of all Biblical scholars. In 
the. effort, however, to maintain that the “ d aily” means 
paganism, and that it was taken away in a . d. 508, the 
writers of these two leaflets have presented Ispecial 
translations made by themselves for the purpose of sus­
taining their own views, and have attempted to make 
these translations overthrow our view of this prophecy. 
We do not deem it necessary to answer at length the 
arguments based upon these unauthorized translations, 
and we respectfully submit that we do not have among 
us Hebrew scholars of such a reputation as warrants 
us in discrediting the standard translations of the Bible, 
and in substituting others of quite different meaning, 
and especially when such translations have been made 
for the express purpose of sustaining the theological 
views of the translators. -To follow such a course as 
this would certainly give some ground for the charge 
that Seventh-day Adventists require a Bible of their 
own in order to prove their doctrines. We think-we are 
fully warranted in rejecting any such private transla­
tions and insisting upon the use of such versions of the 
Scripture as are based upon accredited scholarship.

I11 view of the fact that there is just as much dif­
ference of opinion as to the meaning of the passage 
quoted from “ Early W ritings” as there is concerning 
the meaning of the Scripture text, the question of the 
correct interpretation of this prophecy can not he settled 
offhand either by a private translation of the text, or 
bv a private interpretation of an extract from the 
spirit of prophecy taken out of its proper connection. 

16

»rwi in,"«ipmi 1.’I Wfff'lfT

The Interpretation of the Prophecy
loom the facts which vve have submitted, we think 

it: is satisfactorily proved that it will not be possible 
to maintain longer that the “ daily” of Daniel 8 refers 
to paganism, and that it was taken away in 508. The 
history of that period positively forbids such an inter­
pretation, and there is nothing in the spirit of prophecy 
which requires it. Furthermore, we regard such an 
exposition of the prophecy as contrary to the sound 
principles of Scripture exegesis. To this proposition 
we now briefly invite attention, and in order that the 
reader may judge, the better for himself, we print 
herewith the text according to the American Standard 
Revised Version: —

“ And out of one of them fthe four horns of the 
goat j came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding 
great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward 
the glorious land. And it waxed great, even to the host 
of heaven; and some of the host and of the stars it 
cast down to the. ground, and trampled upon them. 
Yea, it magnified itself, even to the prince of the host; 
and it took away from him the continual hurnt-ofTc.ring. 
and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. And 
the host was given over to it together with the continual 
burnt-offering through transgression; and it cast down 
truth to the ground, and it did its pleasure and pros­
pered. Then t heard a holy one speaking; and another 
imly one said unto that certain one who spake, Dow 
long shall lie the vision concerning the continual burnt- 
offering, and the transgression that maketh desolate, to 
give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot? Ami he said unto me. Unto two thousand and 
three hundred evenings and mornings; then shall the 
sanctuary he cleansed.” Dan. 8 :9-14 .

That interpretation of this prophecy which maintains 
that the “ daily”  refers to paganism asserts that in this 
passage there are two different sanctuaries and two dif­
ferent hosts, and that while the little horn is the sym­
bol for Rome, in both the pagan and papal phases of 
it, yet (here are two phrases, viz., “ the daily [desola-
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continual [mediation] through transgression; and* it
II he little horii] cast down truth to the ground, and it 
11he. little horn] did its pleasure and prospered. Then 
1 heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one 
said unto that certain one who spake, How long shall 
he the vision concerning the. continual [mediation], and 
the transgression that tnaketh desolate [the same(trans- 
gression as in verse 12], to give both the sanctuary [the 
heavenly sanctuary] and the host [the people of God] 
to he trodden under foot? And he said unto me, Unto 
two thousand three hundred evenings and morningfe; 
then shall the sanctuary [the heavenly sanctuary] be 
cleansed.”

What the Papacy Has Taken Away
The brief space at our command will prevent us from 

giving more than an outline of the many weighty rea­
sons for adopting this interpretation of the prophecy. 
A more extended treatment o f the subject must be 
deferred until another time, but attention is now invited 
to the following facts.

Christ is the only and exclusive mediator between 
God and men ( i  Tim. 2 :5 ) ,  and to put any man .in 
his place is to take from him his mediatorial work 
and to cast down the place of his sanctuary. The Pa­
pacy has done just this in making the Pope the vicar 
of God and the vicegerent of Christ. The vital doc­
trine upon which the whole Roman Catholic system 
rests is stated by Cardinal Newman (Roman Catholic)
III these w ords: —

We observe that the essence of the doctrine that 
“ there is one only Catholic and apostolic church ” lies 
in this — that there is on earth a representative o f our 
absent Lord, or a something divinely interposed between 
the. soul and God, or a visible body with invisible priv­
ileges. All its subordinate characteristics flow from 
this description.

Upon this claim to be the vicegerent o f God and

20

vicar of Christ is based the authority for the priest­
hood which derives all its power from the P o p e :—

All the power of the Western priesthood is summed 
up in the Pope, who, according to the Roman dogma, 
by virtue of divine appointment, is head of the col­
lective church, the viceroy of Christ upon earth.—
I-’on Hose.

From these claims have been developed the whole 
system of the priesthood and the sacrificial service of 
Rome. By thus usurping the mediatorial worh of 
Christ, and establishing upon earth a complete counter­
feit o f the true sanctuary service, the Papacy has taken 
away from Christ his continual mediation, and has 
established another way of access to God. This has 
been clearly expressed by another writer in the follow­
ing language: —

Few of us have ever grasped the full significance of 
sacerdotalism as a papal device. It puts the priest be­
tween the. soul and all else, even God, at every stage of 
development, in the most ingenious and subtle system 
ever imagined. . . . From cradle to grave, and even 
afterward [in masses for the dead], there is always a 
human mediator to interpose; and this alone accounts 
for the marvelous power of the priesthood wherever 
this eternal tribunal holds sway.— Dr. Arthur T. 
Pierson.

That the Papacy has actually accomplished the work 
described in this prophecy will hardly be denied by 
any Protestant who is familiar with its history. It 
has trampled upon the people of God and magnified 
itself in place of the Son of God. Instead of main­
taining the teaching of the Scriptures concerning the 
heavenly sanctuary, and the mediatorial work of our 
great High Priest therein, it has established an earthly 
sanctuary with an earthly altar, an earthly offering, and 
an earthly priesthood, and claims to be “ the medium 
of all intercourse between Christ and Christian people 
(the laity)— so that the gate of heaven is open to no
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