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A CHRISTIAN has no right to accept the teaching of Modern Astronomy, for it is in direct

contradiction to the Word of God. Between the teaching of Modern Astronomy and the teaching

of the Bible on the cosmogony of the universe there is a great gulf. The Bible speaks of the earth

resting upon foundations and of the sun, moon and stars being placed above it to give light to

the world. Modern Astronomy stoutly denies this position, teaching that the earth is globular in

form, traveling with three different motions at the same time, in its course around the sun, in a

universe composed of untold millions of worlds that fill the vast expanse of space!

The teaching of the Bible on the cosmogony of the universe is looked upon by many as foolish

and childish in the light of modern science. Modern astronomy claims to give a better, truer

conception of the universe than is found in the writings of Moses, Job, Isaiah and the teachings

of Jesus the Christ. It is no wonder that those accepting the tenets of Modern Astronomy have

lost faith in the Bible as the revelation of God. Some well-meaning people have sought to

apologize for the so-called "inaccurate statements" in the Bible, saying that the Bible was not

given to teach scientific, but only religious and moral truth. Men of learning say that the

writers of the Bible had only limited knowledge, and therefore could not know as much about

the cosmogony of the universe as is taught today with the enlightenment furnished by Modern

Astronomy.

There are many who believe that one should take the Bible as one's Guidebook with reverence

to spiritual matters, but pass over its assumed discrepancies with Modern Science—the many

"mistakes" which scientists claim have been brought to light by the discoveries of Modern

Astronomy. While both Higher Criticism and Evolution have done much to undermine the faith

of multitudes in the Bible, they have not done as much mischief and harm in fostering

skepticism, infidelity and agnosticism as Modern Astronomy has done. Why should we believe

that the teachings of the Bible on spiritual, eternal verities are in harmony with truth if it is

found to contain errors and falsehoods as is claimed by Modern Astronomy with regard to the

formation of the physical, material universe! We need not wonder, therefore, that multitudes

accepting the teaching of Modern Astronomy have put the Bible aside, discarding it as utterly

untrustworthy in spiritual matters as they say it is in scientific matters.

The Word of God has nothing to fear from the assaults of Modern Astronomy. Like the Rock of

Gibraltar it stands as the impregnable fortress of truth! It is the duty of every Christian to
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uphold the teaching of God's Word on every subject taught therein. Instead of seeking to

reconcile the Bible with Modern Astronomy, God's people should take an uncompromising

stand for the Word of God. The purpose of this study is to furnish "Ten Reasons Why a Christian

Should Reject Modern Astronomy."

Paul the Apostle declared that "ALL SCRIPTURE is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (II Timothy 3:16).

Some people have the erroneous idea that it is not essential for a Christian to accept all that is

taught in the Word of God. No Christian has a right to accept only a part of the Bible. There are

some who think that among matters to be considered of little or no importance is what the

Bible teaches on the formation of the universe. However, this should be of vital importance to

every child of God—to know all he can of the world in which we live. God sought to impart this

vital knowledge to man by the teaching of His Inspired Word, that he would have a proper

understanding of this important subject.

"ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of God . . . that the man of God may be perfect,

thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (II Timothy 3:16, 17). If the first chapters of Genesis

giving the story of Creation are unreliable, it holds true that the last chapters of Revelation

describing the Heavenly Jerusalem also are unreliable. A Christian—believing that the sacred

Scriptures are inspired of God—should be as ready and willing to accept the teaching of the

Bible on the formation of the universe as he is to accept God's plan of Salvation and Redemption

through Christ Jesus.

A Christian believes, with Peter that "we have a more SURE WORD OF PROPHECY, whereunto

ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place" (II Peter 1:19). How

could the Bible be "a more sure Word" if it contained the errors claimed by modern

astronomers? It is made perfectly plain that the Bible is not the result of "the will of man," but

that "holy men of God spake as they were moved BY THE HOLY SPIRIT" (II Peter 1:21). The

purpose of Divine revelation is to keep man in the pathway of truth, away from all error and

falsehood and thus keep him from falling a victim to "philosophy and vain deceit," which are

"after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ" (Colossians

2:8).

A Christian believes that the Bible is an infallible Guide on any and all subjects given for our

instruction. Our Lord Jesus Christ set His seal of approval upon all the writings of the Old

Testament. Jesus the Christ did not uphold the teachings of Higher Criticism, Evolution and

Modern Astronomy. Jesus was in perfect accord with all the teaching given in the Old

Testament. The special purpose of a Divine Revelation was to prepare for the coming of the

promised Messiah. Divine Sonship was impossible without a Divine revelation. Our Lord never

would have given His consent to conceal, cover up or excuse mistakes found in the Old

1. A Christian should accept the Word of God as His Infallible Guide in the solution of

important problems.
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Testament Scriptures. There were none for Him to find. He always encouraged His disciples to a

diligent study of the Word of God. Jesus never questioned the story of Creation as set forth in

the Book of Genesis. He endorsed the story of the Flood. He also corroborated the story of

Jonah. Jesus plainly differentiated between Divine revelation and human tradition, oftentimes

questioning and condemning the latter as unreliable, but ever and always upholding and

supporting the Word of God. No one ever has had a deeper insight nor a fuller comprehension

of the Scriptures than Jesus. No greater endorsement of their authenticity could be given than

the words uttered by Jesus in the Great Highpriestly Prayer on the evening before His

Crucifixion, when He said: "Sanctify them through Thy Truth: THY WORD IS TRUTH" (John

17:17).

A Christian cannot be led astray by any teaching set forth in the Word of God. In order to lead

people away from God the Devil has scoffed at the idea of a Divine revelation. Satan's principal

object in foisting Modern Astronomy upon humanity in this "enlightened Age" was to question

Divine Revelation given to mankind in the Sacred Scriptures. A Christian needs no greater

proof that the tenets of Modern Astronomy are untrue than the fact that they are in direct

contradiction to the plain teaching of the Word of God. A Christian, therefore, has no right to

support anything that is contrary to the plain Word of God. A child of God is always on the side

of truth and safety when standing uncompromisingly on the Word of God. A Christian has a

right to reject Modern Astronomy as an Anti-Christian System with which he has nothing in

common!

One of the most important marks of Divine Inspiration of the Bible is the fact that it contains no

introduction and makes no explanation of the Divine Being, but begins with the sublime

declaration: "IN THE BEGINNING GOD." No man ever would have written thus. With these

majestic words—"In the Beginning God"—we have the explanation of how the Heavens and the

earth came into existence. It is impossible to comprehend the story of Creation without

realizing that Jesus Christ was the Instrument in Creation, Who was in the beginning with God

before anything was made that was made. He it was—the Eternal, Uncreated Word—by Whom

"ALL THINGS" were made, and "without Him was not anything made that was made." The Word

of God does not teach that the creation of the Heavens and the earth took place in SIX days. It is

made perfectly plain in the very first verse of the Bible that the creation of the Heavens and the

earth antedated that of the six days' work of restoration. Millions of years may have intervened

between Verse One and Verse Two. God has not planned that man should know when and how

the Heavens and the earth came into existence. While no definite reason is given for the world-

wide deluge which brought about the universal chaos described in Verse Two, we have every

reason to believe that it was a judgment of God which came upon the world as the result of

Satan's fall and the fall of "the angels, who kept not their first estate" (Jude, Verse Six).

Modern Astronomy is Contrary to Scripture, Therefore False

2. A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy because its teaching is contrary to

the Word of God on the formation of the universe and the creation of man.
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Why should not this story of a Six-day restoration of Creation be true? What difficulty is too

great for Omnipotence? On the first day He said: "Let there be light." On the second day the

waters above the firmament, called "Heaven," were separated from the waters beneath. No one

can truthfully believe that the Author of the story of Creation was thinking of a globe whirling

on its axis, speeding through space at a terrific rate! The declaration of "waters beneath" and a

firmament "ABOVE" can have reference to nothing but a world appearing as a vast, outstretched

plane under a "vault" above it "the firmament of Heaven." No scientist ever has found water

anything but level. The conception of a water-covered globe is a physical impossibility! Modern

Astronomy with such a conception proves itself in direct contradiction to the Bible and foreign

to common sense and experience. Therefore it proves itself utterly unscientific in wanting to

promulgate a spherical conception of the earth.

It is important for us to understand the difference between the use of the word "EARTH" as

found in the Bible and as used by scientists today. The conception of the earth from a scientific

standpoint is of a GLOBE, made up of land and water, whereas the term "earth" used in the Bible

has reference to land only, excluding the great bodies of water known as oceans. The term

"earth" is used in the Bible three hundred fifty times. The term "world" was not used by Moses at

all in the story of creation. The word "world" is not found in any of the writings of Moses. The

word "world" is used in the Bible in many places having the same meaning as the term "earth."

Let every reader take special notice that the Bible never speaks of but ONE WORLD, using this

term only regarding the earth, and not in any instance regarding the planets. Modern

Astronomy speaks of an infinite number of other inhabited "worlds," for which no proof ever

has been furnished. It is foolish speculation and is contrary to the teaching of the Inspired

Word of God.

The Word of God presents the earth as "STANDING OUT OF THE WATER AND IN THE WATER" (II

Peter 3:5). In many Bible references the earth is pictured as resting upon foundations. The

borders surrounding the earth are gigantic formations of ice impassable to human life.

On the third day of creation the "dry land" called "EARTH" was separated from the great body of

water called "SEAS." The earth is presented to us as a stationary object, having no motion of

itself. The Lord hath established the earth, "that it CANNOT BE MOVED" (Psalm 93:1).

On the fourth day of restoration a remarkable event took place when God made "lights in the

firmament of the Heavens to divide the day from the night," and made them to be "for signs, for

seasons, and for days and years." The conception given in the Bible of the Stellar world is not

one of vast, gigantic world systems, but of "lights in the firmament of the Heaven to give light

upon the earth." Out of this multitude of lights set in the firmament of Heaven to light up the

world, "TWO GREAT LIGHTS" are singled out—"the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser

light to rule the night" (Genesis 1:14-18). No one reading the Bible account of creation could

conceive of the sun being millions of times larger than the earth when its specific purpose is

only that of a luminary—to "rule over the day" as the moon rules over the night by its own light,

and not by "borrowed" light as is claimed by the scientists.

The Teaching of Multiple Worlds is at Variance with Scripture, Therefore False

The Outer World is Surrounded by Ice



Modern Astronomy declares that within range of telescopic and photographic instruments

there are "probably more than 300,000,000 stars. Our sun is one of these stars. The distance to

the nearest star, except the sun, Alpha Centauri, is about 25,600,000,000,000 miles. Only a few

stars are within four hundred trillion miles from the earth. Light traveling from Alpha Centauri

at 186,000 miles a second, would take forty-four years to reach the earth." This is nothing but

pure wild fanciful speculation having no foundation of facts whatever!

On the Fifth Day God created the fowl "that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of

Heaven," and fish to "fill the waters in the seas." On the Sixth Day God created the "beast of the

earth after his kind, and cattle after his kind, and everything that creepeth upon the earth after

his kind." It is interesting to observe the expression, "after his kind," which is used TEN TIMES

in the First Chapter of Genesis—three times with reference to vegetation, once with reference to

winged fowl, once with reference to fish and five times with reference to animals. This tenfold

use of this important term—"after his kind"—is to make it perfectly clear to the reader of the

Bible that the various kinds of vegetation, fowl, fish and animals are not the result of

evolutionary processes, but that each species is as it left the hand of God and is today "after his

kind" according to God's creative power and design. Each species of vegetation, fowl, fish and

animal came into existence by a definite creative act of God Almighty. In order to differentiate

clearly and forever between man and any other species of being, the Word of God teaches that

man was created IN THE IMAGE OF GOD: "Let Us make Man in Our Image, after Our Likeness. . .

. So God created man in HIS OWN IMAGE, in the IMAGE OF GOD CREATED HE HIM" (Genesis

1:26, 27).

It is not strange that Satan should concentrate his opposition to the Bible in a special attack

upon the First Chapter of Genesis—the Chapter which was given of God for the specific purpose

of making clear to man the story of creation. Man could not have known by scientific research

anything of the order of creation, but only by a special revelation given in the Word of God. By

means of HIGHER CRITICISM man was led to question the inspiration of the Word of God; then

Satan undertook, by the Newtonian-Copernican SYSTEM OF ASTRONOMY to set forth the

"evolution" of the universe, with its globular earth revolving on its axis in its course around the

sun, which its accompanying planets, circles around still greater SUN-SYSTEMS toward

Hercules! Then, after the Devil had done his best by means of Modern Astronomy to question

the Bible teaching of Cosmogony, he sought to finish his destructive work by following up

Higher Criticism and the Newtonian-Copernican System of Astronomy with the teaching of

EVOLUTION! Evolution, contrary to the Scriptural Record, declares that all species of plants

and animals, including man, originated by an evolutionary process from one protoplasm. What

horrible doctrines the Devil has succeeded in foisting upon man in the teachings of Higher

Criticism, Modern Astronomy and Evolution.

Modern Astronomy Places the Stars at Absurd Distances From the Earth

Satan is the Author of Higher Criticism, Evolution and Modern Astronomy



In his Modern Science and Modern Thought, Samuel Laing says: "It is certain as two and two

make four, that the world was not created in the manner described in Genesis; that the sun,

moon and stars are not lights placed in the firmament of a solid crystal vault of Heaven to give

light upon the earth. It is absolutely certain that portions of the Bible, and those IMPORTANT

portions relative to the creation of the world and of man are NOT TRUE AND THEREFORE NOT

INSPIRED."

Another agnostic author is of the same opinion, saying that "The account of Creation in Genesis

is obviously inconsistent with the real facts, both as regards the relation of the earth to the sun,

and moon and stars. The account . . . . involves not only physical impossibilities but is directly

opposed to the most certain conclusions of geological and zoological science. The true history

of the human race has been the direct contrary to that given by the Bible."

The Devil has succeeded not only in arraying scientists against God in questioning the veracity

of His inspired Word, but in having many shining lights of the ministry declare the same

Satanic teaching from the pulpit and from the printed page. The acknowledged leader of

Modernism, Dr. H. E. Fosdick, has openly stated the irreconcilable position of science with the

Word of God, saying in a book published on the subject: The Modern Use of the Bible: "We hold

a world view whose structural bases were not laid down by Moses in the sixteenth century B.

C., but by Copernicus and Galileo in the sixteenth century A. D. Upon these structural bases an

entirely new conception of the universe has been built up. We live in a new world. We have not

kept the forms of thought and categories of explanation in astronomy, geology and biology,

which the Bible contains. We have definitely and irrevocably gotten new ones diverse from and

irreconcilable with earlier ages in general and THE BIBLE in particular." This shows plainly

how Modern Astronomy looks with doubt and suspicion upon the Word of God.

A Christian will place no credence in any theories which contradict the Word of God; for it is

written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of

the prudent" (I Corinthians 1:19). A Christian need not be surprised that "the natural man

receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he

know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (I Corinthians 2:14).

Copernicus did not originate the conception of the universe attributed to him, nor did he

expect others to take his explanations of physical and celestial phenomena as facts, but merely

as theories, by which he believed some things could be understood better than under the

Ptolemaic system which held the earth to be the center of the universe. Copernicus, living from

1473 to 1543 A.D., obtained his fundamental idea of the earth rotating and revolving as a sphere,

in a large elliptical course around a STATIONARY SUN from ideas of pagan philosophers like

those of Nicetas set forth in the writings of Cicero, and like those of Philolaus, Heraclitus, and

Eophantus in the writings of Plutarch. With these ideas as the basis of his departure from the

Modernists Boldly Deny the Inspiration of the Bible

A Christian Rejects Any Theory That Contradicts the Bible

3. A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy because it is built upon speculation

and hypothetical suppositions.



Ptolemaic system, he says: "Then I began to meditate concerning the motion of the earth, and

though it appeared an absurd opinion, yet since I knew that predecessors had been allowed the

privilege of feigning what circles they chose in order to explain the phenomena, I conceived

that I also might take the liberty of TRYING WHETHER ON THE SUPPOSITION of the earth's

motion, it was possible to find better explanations than the ancient ones of the revolutions of

the celestial orbs."

Had scientists given heed to the warnings sounded by Copernicus regarding conclusions based

merely upon assumption and speculation, Modern Astronomy never would have developed its

system contradicting the plain facts of observation and common sense. Copernicus did not

claim that his theory was based upon established facts. He plainly stated that "it is not

necessary that hypotheses should be true or even probable; it is sufficient that they lead us to

results of calculation which agree with calculation. Neither let any one, so far as hypotheses are

concerned, expect ANYTHING CERTAIN FROM ASTRONOMY, since that science can afford

nothing of the kind; lest in case he should adopt for truth things FEIGNED for another purpose,

he should leave this science MORE FOOLISH than he came. The hypothesis of the terrestrial

motion was NOTHING BUT AN HYPOTHESIS, valuable only so far as it explained phenomena

and not considered with reference to absolute truth or falsehood." Here is where Modern

Astronomy had its beginning and here, according to the judgment of Copernicus it should have

had its ending so far as being an exact science is concerned!

Not long after Copernicus had passed from the scene of action, a celebrated Danish astronomer

arose named Tycho Brahe (1546-1601). By his intense studies in astronomy he detected errors in

the teaching of Copernicus and devoted a large part of his life to seeking to correct the same,

and after devoting twenty years of study in his observatory built by himself on the Island of

Hven—King Frederick II defraying the expenses—he succeeded "with the most unwearied

industry, with a zeal in fact to create A NEW EPOCH IN ASTRONOMY AS A SCIENCE OF

OBSERVATION." He thereby laid the foundation for the study of physical and celestial

phenomena on a stationary plane earth.

Alexander Humboldt (1769-1859), one of the greatest intellects of the Nineteenth Century, who

may be regarded as the modern founder of physical geography, expressed his doubt as to the

science of the Copernican system, saying: "I have known for a long time, that we have no

arguments for the Copernican system, but I shall never dare to be THE FIRST to attack it. If

once a famous astronomer arises against the present conception, I will communicate too, my

observations; but to come forth as THE FIRST against opinions which the world has become

fond of, I lack the courage."

While Humboldt lacked the courage to express his convictions and expose the fallacy of the

Copernican system, his bosom friend, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832), than whom no

greater German writer ever lived, put himself on record in his correspondence published in

Proceedings of the Royal Institute of Great Britain, that he completely disapproved of the tenets

of Modern Astronomy. Goethe's position in the literary world cannot be questioned, as his life

Copernicus Made No Claim That His Theory Was Based Upon Scientific Fact

Humboldt Questions the Copernican System



constitutes "the most completely rounded literary life in history—a life of monumental

proportions and of perfect symmetry, responsive to all intellectual impulses of art, philosophy

and science, open to every light, yet self-poised and self-controlled till its calm seemed

Olympian."

A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy because it is built largely upon supposition,

theory, hypotheses and speculation. A Christian has nothing to fear from science. The Word of

God will never be found to be contrary to any verified facts in any realm of knowledge. Modern

Astronomy has not, nor can it ever prove the Word of God to be false or untrue in any of its

teachings.

In order to set forth various popular arguments for the sphericity of the earth, attention is

called to an interesting article in the new International Encyclopedia on the subject of "THE

EARTH," in which the author, elaborating on "the forms and the magnitude of the earth," speaks

in the following terms:

"To a spectator so placed as to have an unobstructed view in all directions, the earth

appears a circular plane on whose circumference the vault of Heaven seems to rest. In

ancient times, even philosophers looked upon the earth as a flat disk swimming upon

the water. But many appearances soon were found to be at variance with this idea, and

even in antiquity the curved form of the earth began to be suspected. It is only by

assuming the earth to be curved that we can explain how our circle of vision becomes

wider as our position is more elevated, and how the tops of towers, mountains, masts of

ships and the like, come first into view as we approach. There are many other proofs

that the earth is a GLOBE. Thus, as we advance from the poles to the equator, new stars

formerly invisible, come gradually into view, the shadow of the earth upon the moon

during an eclipse is always round, the same momentary appearance in the heavens is

seen at different hours of the day in different places on earth's surface and lastly, since

1519 the earth has been CIRCUM-NAVIGATED innumerable times." These "proofs" have

been answered elsewhere in this issue.

A Christian knows that many of the arguments used by Astronomers to prove the earth's

sphericity are based solely upon supposition—with no proof of facts whatever. Modern

Astronomy proves its utter unreliability to a Christian, because it is built upon mere theoretical

hypotheses, unwarranted by facts.

True Science and the Bible Do Not Clash

4. A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy because of the absurdity of proof

offered for the globular theory of the earth.



The one unanswerable argument against the curvature of the earth is that water is always level.

With a globular earth, water always would have to be CONVEX in order to allow for the curve of

eight inches to the mile made by the circumference of a globular earth. If the earth were a

globe, one sailing on the ocean—instead of seeing the horizon meet with vision on all sides—

would see the water receding BENEATH and never ABOVE the horizon.

"The Great Canal of China, 2,000 miles long, was constructed about the Thirteenth

Century after Christ without any allowance for curvature, as the Chinese believed—and

many of them still believe,—the earth to be a stationary plane."

The Nile river flows for its entire length of one thousand miles with only ONE FOOT of fall. It is

preposterous to speak of rivers like the Nile, the Mississippi and the Amazon going up and

down hill as they would have to do on a curved earth! It would be an impossibility for trains to

run on a curved earth or for ships to sail on a curved sea.

No greater proof that the earth is an outstretched plane could be given than that of surveyors,

who have had an active part in the building of railroads covering thousands of miles of

construction. Provisions for certain rising and falling grades over mountains must be made,

but no such provision is made with reference to great portions of country over which railroads

are built. It is interesting in this connection, to note the statement made by a surveyor,

published in the Birmingham Weekly Mercury, of February 15, 1890, in which he says:

"All our locomotives are designed to run on what may be regarded as TRUE LEVELS or

FLATS. There are, of course, partial inclines or gradients here and there, but they are

always accurately defined and must be carefully traversed. But anything approaching to

eight inches to the mile, increasing as the square of the distance, COULD NOT BE

WORKED BY ANY ENGINE THAT WAS EVER YET CONSTRUCTED. Taking one station

with another all over England and Scotland, it may be stated THAT ALL PLATFORMS

ARE ON THE SAME RELATIVE LEVEL."

This statement is corroborated by another surveyor named Winkler, writing in The Earth

Review, for October, 1893, in which he says: "As an engineer of many years' standing, I say that

this absurd allowance is only permitted in SCHOOL BOOKS. No engineer ever would dream of

allowing for anything of the kind. I have projected many miles of railways and many more of

canals, and the allowance has not even been thought of, much less allowed for."

5. A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy because of its insincerity in rejecting

definite proofs against the curvature of the earth.

The Dead Level of Water Proves the Earth Flat

Surveyor Asserts Locomotives Could Not Climb the Gradient of a Globular Earth



In addition to the earth being an outstretched plane, as is proved by surveyors in their work of

constructing railroads and digging canals, attention is called to the additional proof furnished

by navigators who venture out upon the sea, reckoning their methods of calculation on the

basis of PLANE SAILING, in order to reach their destinations. In finding their positions upon

the sea and measuring distances, navigators, from time immemorial, have proceeded in sailing

the great bodies of water on the basis that they were an outstretched PLANE surface. No sailing

vessel or steamer ever was known to go UP or DOWN hill, as they would constantly have to do if

the earth were a globe.

How can there be any further doubt about the earth being an outstretched plane and the sea as

well, when surveyors and navigators from time immemorial have proceeded in their work

solely on the basis that the earth is as it is represented in the Word of God—a vast outstretched

plane. Modern Astronomy never has been able to furnish any definite tangible proof of the

earth and the sea's convexity. Everyone will admit that the earth cannot be round and level at

the same time.

Modern Astronomy, therefore, is utterly incapable of changing a PLANE earth into a curved

globe. While it is impossible to perform such a change, Modern Astronomy has succeeded in

making millions of people believe, because of certain theories and hypotheses promulgated,

that they have furnished proof, when no practical proof of their theories ever has been

furnished. While Modern Astronomy is ready and willing to sacrifice facts in order to bolster

up some pet theory, it proves its utter insincerity with established truth, and thus makes it

necessary for a Christian to reject its questionable theories, since its principal tenets have been

proved to be contrary to revealed truth as well as experimental truth.

One of the most beautiful portions of the entire Bible is the Nineteenth Psalm, which opens

with the majestic declaration: "The Heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament

showeth His handiwork." Particular attention in describing the glory of God in the Heavens, is

given by the Psalmist to the SUN—which is compared to a "bridegroom coming out of his

chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to RUN A RACE" (Psalm 19:5). Then attention is called

to the motion of the sun in the words: "HIS GOING FORTH is from the end of the Heaven, and

HIS CIRCUIT unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof."

The Word of God ascribes motion definitely to the sun, saying that it goes forth from the end of

the Heaven, and its circuit is unto the ends of it, proving its activity over the earth as a plane. In

one instance in the Bible record, the sun stood still for a whole day on its circuit over the earth:

so it can be said that "the sun stood still." This remarkable incident occurred when Joshua was

putting to rout the combined armies of the five kings under the leadership of Adonizedec, king

Plane Sailing Proves the Earth a Plane

Modern Astronomy is Contrary to Revealed and Experimental Truth

6. A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy because it denies the veracity of the

Bible with reference to the sun's motions.

The Bible Clearly States that the Sun Moves



of Jerusalem, who desired to destroy the city of Gibeon for making a treaty with Joshua. When

the men of Gibeon called upon Joshua for protection from this onslaught it is written: "And the

Lord said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for I have delivered them into thine hand; there shall not

a man of them stand before thee." In putting the Amorites to rout that day, Joshua, directed by

the Spirit of God, issued the command which made possible the lengthening of the day: "Sun,

stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon." The statement is made

twice in the following verse: "And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had

avenged themselves upon their enemies. . . . So the sun stood still in the midst of Heaven, and

hasted not to go down about a whole day;" and it is followed by the declaration: "And there was

no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the

Lord fought for Israel" (Joshua 10:8, 12, 13, 14).

This incident has caused much difficulty to those seeking to reconcile the Word of God with the

claims of Modern Astronomy. It is strange indeed how otherwise good men have been willing to

state that "this Bible story is not to be taken LITERALLY to mean that the SUN STOOD STILL, but

rather THE EARTH STOOD STILL IN ITS ROTATION on its axis, in order to make possible the

lengthening of the day."

In order to give the reader an opportunity of seeing what elaborate, painstaking efforts have

been put forth to reconcile the discrepancies between Modern Astronomy and the Bible we will

insert but part of the long, elaborate argument used by Adam Clark, the scholar and

commentator of Scotch renown, born in Northern Ireland (1760-1832), who labored three weeks

on the solution of this difficult proposition, admitting himself that he was not fully satisfied

with the same.

In giving the exposition on the Tenth Chapter of Joshua on the subject of "The Sun Standing

Still," Adam Clark uses the following argument to prove his conviction that the Bible does not

go contrary to the teaching of Modern Astronomy, saying:

Difficulties Experienced by Globularists in Seeking to Harmonize the Theory with

Scripture



"I consider the present accredited system of the universe, called sometimes the

Pythagorian, Copernican, Newtonian system, to be genuine, and also to be the system of

the universe laid down in the Mosaic writings, that the Sun is in the center of what is

called the solar system and that the earth, and all the other planets, whether primary or

secondary, move around him in certain periodical times, according to the quantity of

their matter, and distance from him, their center. I consider the sun to have no

revolutionary orbit, but to revolve around his own axis, and around the common center

of gravity in the planetary system, which center of gravity is included within his own

surface and in all other respects I consider him to be at rest in the system. I consider the

earth as revolving around the sun and as revolving on its own axis and that this

revolution causes our day and night. I consider the solar influence to be the cause both

of the annual and diurnal motion of the earth.

"Whether Joshua had a correct philosophical notion of the true system of the universe,

is a subject that need not come into the present inquiry. . . . His mode of expression

evidently considers the sun as the great ruler or master in the system, and all the

planets, or at least the earth moving in their respective orbits at His command. He,

therefore, desires him to suspend His mandate with respect to the earth's motion, and

that of its satellite, the moon. Had he said: 'Earth, stand thou still'—the cessation of

whose diurnal motion was the effect of his command, it could not have obeyed him; as

it is not even the secondary cause either of its annual motion around the sun, or its

diurnal motion around its own axis. Instead of doing so, he speaks to the sun, the cause

(under God) of all these motions."

"Joshua does not say to the sun, 'Stand still' as if he had conceived him to be running his

race around the earth, but to be silent, or inactive; no longer act upon the earth to cause

it to revolve around its axis, a mode of speech which is certainly consistent with the

strictest astronomical knowledge. Let the sun restrain his influence, or be inactive as he

appears now upon Gibeon that the moon may continue as she appears now in the vale of

Ajalon."

No one can fail to marvel at the ingenious skill used by the learned Doctor to explain that the

Bible is in complete harmony with Modern Astronomy, but the trouble with the explanation is

that we can understand how the earth (if it is a rotating globe) stood still, but his business as a

Commentator was not to explain how the earth, but how the sun stood still, and this he has not

done and, furthermore, this he could not do while upholding and defending the Copernican

hypotheses.

It is quite remarkable that Adam Clark had to admit that his extensive labors covering a period

of three weeks, were far from being satisfactory to himself, as can be seen from his

correspondence with his friend, Rev. Thomas Roberts, of Bath, in which he wrote:

"Joshua's sun and moon standing still, have kept me going for nearly three weeks. That

one chapter afforded me more vexation than ANYTHING I have ever met with, and even

now I am BUT HALF SATISFIED with my solution of all the difficulties."

Adam Clark Explains Away the Bible to Fit Modern Astronomy



The wonder is how Adam Clark could even be "half satisfied" with having "EXPLAINED AWAY"

the Word of God by compromising with Modern Astronomy!

It is well in considering this important Bible subject, to understand how the entire Church has

been permeated with the leaven of Copernican falsehood. Instead of standing unqualifiedly by

the teaching of the Bible against the claims of Modern Science, theologians spent their efforts

endorsing the latter. They tried their utmost to prove that the Bible, under the guise of a

stationary plane earth, really meant to teach a globular rotating earth. To show how popular

this teaching was becoming, attention is called to the learned exposition of the renowned

Scotch theologian, Dr. Blaikie, in his attempt to bolster up the Copernican theory of the

universe.

In commenting upon the Book of Joshua, Professor William Garden Blaikie (1820-1899) of New

College, Edinburgh, seeks to support the claims of Modern Astronomy in the face of the plain

Word of God, saying that the miracle consisted in the earth ceasing its rotation upon its axis. He

says: "It is well known that this was one of the passages brought forward by the Church of Rome

to condemn Galileo when he affirmed that the earth and the moon revolved around the sun,

and that it was NOT THE MOTION OF THE SUN AROUND THE EARTH, but THE ROTATION OF

THE EARTH ON HER OWN AXIS, that produced the change of day and night. Whatever theory

of inspiration men may hold, it is admitted universally that the inspired writers used THE

POPULAR LANGUAGE OF THE DAY in matters of science, evidently whether they were right or

wrong." (What wonderful inspiration this!) "and did not anticipate discoveries which were not

made till many centuries later." (Take special note now of the following statement.) "The

expressions that occur in Scripture which are not in accord with the best established

conclusions of modern science, never would be regarded by any intelligent person as an

argument against the Scriptures as the Inspired Record of God's will, designed especially to

reveal to us the Way of Life and Salvation through Jesus Christ, and to be an infallible Guide to

us on all that 'man is to believe concerning God, and the duty that God requires of man.'

In order to reconcile the discrepancy between the Bible story of the SUN standing still, with the

teaching of Modern Astronomy that the earth revolves upon its axis, this renowned authority

put himself on the side of Modern Astronomy, stating his convictions that the Bible is not an

infallible guide "in matters of science." Instead of believing the miracle set forth in the Inspired

Record that "the sun stood still" and also the moon in their circuits, Professor Blaikie has to

make quite an extended explanation of what was necessary for God to do when "the rotation of

the earth suddenly was arrested." It certainly shows a tremendous stretch of the imagination

for a Bible scholar like Dr. Blaikie to make the following explanation of this Bible event. Dr.

Blaikie says: "A far more serious question has been raised as to whether this miracle ever

occurred, or could have occurred. To those who believe in the possibility of miracles it can be

no conclusive argument that it could not have occurred without producing injurious

consequences, the end of which can hardly be conceived. For if the rotation of the earth" (note

how carefully Dr. Blaikie is to inject the little word "if"—why is there any need of an "if," if

Modern Astronomy is true! It is nothing less than mere assumption and speculation!) "IF THE

ROTATION OF THE EARTH ON ITS AXIS WAS SUDDENLY ARRESTED" (but it never was arrested),

"ALL HUMAN BEINGS ON ITS SURFACE AND ALL LOOSE OBJECTS WHATSOEVER MUST HAVE

Dr. Blaikie Sides with Modern Scientists Against the Bible



BEEN FLUNG FORWARD WITH PRODIGIOUS VIOLENCE, just as on a small scale, with the

sudden stopping of a carriage, we find ourselves thrown forward, the motion of the carriage

having communicated to our bodies. But really THIS IS A PALTRY OBJECTION" (It is not paltry

in the light of the Bible teaching that the earth is stationary), "for surely the Divine Power that

can control the rotation of the earth is abundantly able to obviate such effects as these. We can

understand the objection that God, having adjusted all the forces of nature, leaves them to

operate by themselves in a uniform way without disturbance or interference, but we can hardly

comprehend the reasonableness of the position that if it is His pleasure to modify one

arrangement, He is unable to adjust all relative arrangements, and make all conspire

harmoniously to the end desired."

Think of a man of God making such an elaborate, fanciful explanation, dictated by a system

which has been used by Satan to undermine the faith of many in the integrity and inerrancy of

the Bible—instead of standing by the plain Word of God that "THE SUN STOOD STILL IN THE

MIDST OF HEAVEN AND HASTED NOT TO GO DOWN ABOUT A WHOLE DAY." If it is true that the

earth stood still in its orbit, why did not, and why could not, God have revealed such a fact, in

order to avoid any discrepancy which later would arise with Modern Science? The inspiration

of a correct record would have been as easy for God as to keep "human beings from being flung

from the earth while it ceased in its rotation upon its axis." If the earth "stood still" instead of

the sun, on this occasion, why did God not give the record correctly? What a farce Modern

Astronomy seeks to make of the Inspiration of the Bible! God does not need any one to

apologize for His declaration that "THE SUN STOOD STILL," for that was the actual fact—or else

the Bible tells a lie. Joshua had no other reason for using the exact terms spoken on this

occasion. There was no other way to lengthen the day than to have the sun and moon halt in

their circuits over the earth.

Another authority on Bible interpretation explains the miracle by inferring that it was simply A

MIRAGE. George D. Armstrong, after stating that the Bible does not inform us "how long a time"

the day was lengthened, goes on to say: "Let us next translate this record into the language of

science. Within the present century scientists have learned that the revolution of the earth

upon its axis is not the only means by which a body like the sun may be, in appearance, raised

above the horizon. What is termed mirage, caused by the coming in of a dense stratum of air at

some distance above the earth's surface, will produce this same effect. The particular form of

mirage known as looming consists in an excessive apparent elevation of the object. . . . . .

Knowing these facts, were I to attempt to translate the record of Joshua's miracle into the

language of science, I would not write, So the earth stopped in its revolution upon its axis, but;

So the Lord caused a mirage by which the sun and moon were made to remain for a season, in

appearance, above the horizon and thus lengthened out the day, for the Lord fought for Israel.

This interpretation does not in any way affect the truly miraculous character of the event

recorded; but it does explain a particular recorded, otherwise inexplicable—viz: that the moon

as well as the sun remained above the horizon."

There is no Need for Apology for Any Bible Statement



A more modern writer of great renown, Henry Van Dyke, in his book, entitled, Out of Doors in

the Holy Land, on pages 31 and 32, writes with reference to the Bible story of the sun standing

still, that this expression is only an empty, poetical allusion: "Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon;

and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed until the

people had avenged themselves upon their enemies" (Joshua 10:12, 13). "Does any one suppose

that this is intended to teach us that the sun moves, and that on this day his course was

arrested?" (That is exactly what the Bible record intends us to believe.) "Must we believe that

the whole star system was dislocated for the sake of this battle? To understand the story thus is

to misunderstand its vital spirit. IT IS POETRY, IMAGINATION, HEROISM." (Think of turning a

Bible fact into "imagination"!) "By the new courage that came into the hearts of Israel with their

leader's song, the Lord shortened the conflict to fit the day."

All that Joshua's command was intended to effect, according to this distinguished writer, was to

instill new courage and heroism in the hearts of Joshua and his followers, in order to put to rout

their enemies on the battlefield of Beth-horon.

The teaching of the Bible that the sun makes its circuit over the earth is not only attested to by

daily observation, but it can be fully explained according to the law of perspective, how sunrise

and sunset are possible to human vision. A Christian believes that the Bible contains no

discrepancies with true science. Bible astronomy is not based on speculation as is Modern

Astronomy, but on truth and facts.

It is encouraging indeed to know that not all theologians have been led astray by explaining

AWAY WHAT the Word of God teaches on "the sun standing still."

Among the greatest and most renowned of all theologians of the entire Christian era stands

foremost that gigantic intellect, John Calvin, born at Noyon, seventy miles from Paris, in 1509,

and who died at Geneva in 1564. Of him it is said: "Among all the reformers, no one stands forth

a more conspicuous advocate as 'the Paul of the Reformation.' His very name seems at this day

to blister the tribes of error in all its gradations." Although he was master of the learning of his

day, he was not in the least influenced by the theories of Copernicus with which he was

familiar, in his exposition of the Holy Bible. John Calvin was "a man who, for power of mind

and vigor of character, may be ranked in the highest class to which intellectual endowments

chastened by holiness, can exalt their possessors." Especially should it be noted that "it is

chiefly in his Commentaries that he displays his profound judgment, his extensive information,

his judicious criticism and the caution which belongs to true knowledge."

In order to show the high esteem in which John Calvin was held by other great theologians,

attention is called to a statement made by Richard Baxter (1615-1691), saying: "I know no man,

since the Apostles' days, whom I value and honor more than Calvin, and whose judgment in all

things, one with another, I esteem and come nearer to."

Dr. Van Dyke Discounts the Bible



The labors of John Calvin, not only in the writing of his "Institutes," but also in his voluminous

Commentaries should be considered as ranking "beyond all question, among the first and the

profoundest" of all theologians of the Church.

In writing on the event recorded in the Book of Joshua of the sun standing still, John Calvin did

not evade the issue, but believed the event to be a true one and the language used correct.

It is of great importance and interest to read what he had to say on this issue:

"To command the sun to stand if he had not previously obtained permission, would

have been presumptuous and arrogant. He first, then, consults God and asks; having

forthwith obtained an answer, he boldly commands the sun to do what he knows is

pleasing to God.

"Joshua did not attempt to delay and check the course of the sun before he was well

instructed as to the purpose of God. And although, when he is said to have spoken with

God, the words do not sufficiently express the modesty and submission which become

the servant of God in giving utterance to his prayers, let it suffice us briefly to

understand as implied, that Joshua besought God to grant what he desired, and on

obtaining his request, became the free and magnanimous herald of an incredible

miracle, unlike any that had previously taken place. He never would have ventured in

the presence of them all to command the sun so confidently, if he had not been

thoroughly conscious of his vocation. Had it been otherwise, he would have exposed

himself to a base and shameful affront. When, without hesitation, he opens his mouth,

and tells the sun and the moon to deviate from the perpetual law of nature, it is just as if

he had adjured them by the boundless power of God, with which he was invested.

"As in kindness to the human race He divides the day from the night by the daily course

of the sun, and constantly whirls the immense orb with indefatigable swiftness, so He

was pleased that it should halt for a short time till the enemies of Israel were destroyed."

One does not have to be a learned theologian to be able to vindicate the Story of the Sun

Standing Still. It is refreshing that there have been those who never have had opportunities of

an education, that have believed that the story of the sun standing still does not need any

explanation of Modern Science to make the story intelligible and credible. Many have heard

and read of John Jasper, a world celebrity of the Negro race, who preached a sermon that has

gone down in history on the subject: "Did the Sun Stand Still?" He was born in slavery, living

forty years before and forty years after the Civil War, later pastor of a large church called the

Zion Church. John Jasper freely confessed his ignorance of "book larnin," as his knowledge was

limited to the Bible, yet notwithstanding his limitations, on account of his firm allegiance to the

Bible in the face of the claims of Modern Science, he became a national character and "his

philosophy was known from one end of the country to the other."

He did not hesitate to oppose those who differed from the Bible, calling them "eddicated

furlsoufers, eddicated fools." It is to the credit of John Jasper to be able to say of him as his

biographer says: "He had no other lamp by which his feet were guided, no other science, no

John Calvin Upheld the Bible Account of the Sun Standing Still

John Jasper's Bold Defense of the Word of God



other philosophy than the Bible. He took the Bible in its literal significance, he accepted it as

the Inspired Word of God, he believed nothing that was in conflict with the teachings of the

Bible—scientists, philosophers and theologians to the contrary notwithstanding."

In the world-renowned sermon preached by John Jasper on the subject: "The Lord a Man of

War," in which he devoted the larger part to preaching on Joshua's command of the sun to stand

still, he said:

"As a fac', Joshwer wuz so drunk wid de bat'l, so thirsty fer de blood uv de en'mies uv de

Lord, an' so wild wid de vict'ry dat he tell de sun ter stan' still tel he cud finish his job.

What did de sun do? Did he glar down in f 'ry wrath an' say, 'What you talkin' 'bout my

stoppin' for, Joshwer; I aint naver started yit. Been here all de time, an' it wid smash up

ev'rything if I wuz ter start'? Now he ain' say dat. But wat de Bible say? Dat's wat I ax ter

know. It say dat it wuz at de voice uv Joshwer dat it stopped. I doan' say it stopt; taint for

Jaspers ter say dat; but de Bible, de Book uv Good say so. But I say dis: nuthin' kin stop

until it hez fust started. So I knows wat I'm talkin' 'bout. De sun was travlin' long dar thur

de sky wen de order come—stop furr bizniz an' went on when it got thru. Dis is 'bout all

dat I haster do wid dis pertic'ler case. I done show'd yer dat dis part uv de Lord's Word

teaches yer, dat de sun stopt, which shows dat he wus movin' befo' dat, an' dat he went

on art'r'wrds. I tol yer dat I wud prove dis an' I's dun it, an' I derfies ennobody ter say dat

my pint ain' made. It ain't no bizniz uv mine wedder de sun move or stan' still, wedder it

stop or go back, or rise or set. All at is out er my han's 'tirely an' I got nuthin' ter say. I got

no theory on de subjix. All I ax is dat we will take dat de Lord say 'bout it an' let His will

be dun 'bout ev'rythin'. Wat dat will is I karn't know 'cep' He whisper inter my soul or

write it in a book. Here's de Book. Dis is 'nough fer me;' and wid it ter pilut me, I karn't

git erstray."

The words spoken by John Jasper were thrilling, burning words in defense of the Bible. To those

that believe in Copernican ideas, they will appear as foolishness, but God has said of the

worldly wise:

". . . I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding

of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this

world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the

wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of

preaching to save them that believe.—I Corinthians 1:19-21.

It is interesting to put side by side the statement of John Calvin with that of John Jasper. Both

men—one exceedingly learned and the other exceedingly ignorant—controlled by the Spirit of

God, with intense love for and loyalty to the Bible, upholding its inerrant inspiration and

believing from the heart its teaching of the sun standing still in Gibeon and the moon in the

valley of Ajalon. Because Modern Astronomy explains away the definite declarations of the

Word of God, not only John Calvin and John Jasper were led to oppose its false claims and stand

unqualifiedly by the Bible, but every Christian should be impelled to reject the claims of

Modern Astronomy and stand true and firm on the Word of God.

John Calvin the Learned and John Jasper the Untutored, Champion the Inerrancy of

the Bible



Modern Astronomy has undertaken to correct and enlarge our conception of the universe, and

also to be a more reliable authority on matters of religion than the Bible! What more is

necessary to undermine the faith of a child in the Word of God than to start him out in school

teaching him that the earth is a globe, "the shape of an orange," whirling through space with

three different motions at the same time! When a child is told that the Bible teaches that the

earth is a stationary plane, and that the sun makes its circuit over it, he is made to look upon

the Bible as antiquated, a Book utterly unworthy of the credence and support of any one in "this

enlightened era" of man, which began with the Newtonian-Copernican conception of

astronomy. Little need we wonder, when pupils and students lose faith in the inspirations of the

Word of God, and as a result, lose hold upon God Himself! The most effective way to question

what God is, is to question what He says. Bible Inspiration is vitally connected with Divine

Revelation.

There are those, however, even in this scientific world, who know that the Word of God cannot

be questioned by science in any way, because the Bible has not been "found wanting" in the

presentation of facts in accordance with true science. They are ready to admit their testimony

to "the validity of the Scriptures," as is done in strong, uncompromising terms by Arthur V.

White. Mr. White in writing his articles on the subject of "Science and Religion," published in

the magazine, the Wonderful Word, states that he has not written the same to support any

particular theory of Astronomy, but only with the purpose of combating the errors of

Copernican hypothetical Astronomy. This eminent authority states that "on all sides the crux of

the conflict between 'Science' and 'Religion' is declared to be the Copernican system of

Astronomy, in which the sun occupies a FIXED POSITION relatively to the planet 'earth,' while

the earth and seas together are said to constitute a single body MOVING IN THE HEAVENS, AS

DO THE STARRY BODIES OF LIGHT CALLED THE PLANETS. Obviously, this Copernican system

is absolutely the opposite of what the Bible teaches when it affirms that the sun moves—as well

as the moon—while the earth is stated to be standing in water and out of the water BY THE

WORD OF GOD, fixed on its foundations so that it should not be removed forever."

Mr. White is not afraid to put the issue in the right light, that reconciliation between the Bible

and Modern Astronomy is impossible, since they are at swords' points on many fundamental

issues, with reference to the cosmogony of the universe. Instead of justifying the claims of

"Modern Scientific Knowledge," Mr. White is brave enough to attack the claims of the

Copernican system, and he makes it responsible for the universal antagonistic attitude taken

on the part of many to the Bible being the Inspired Word of God. It is for this reason that he

says:

7. A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy because it encourages infidelity and

skepticism.

The Crux of Conflict Between the Bible and Science is Copernican Astronomy



"What has brought about this widespread and increasing unbelief in the Sacred Record?

We answer, the spirit and teaching of MODERN THEORETICAL SCIENCE, which does not

scruple to set at naught the Scripture record, and which may well be described by the

expression of the Apostle Paul in I Timothy 6:20 as 'the oppositions of science falsely so

called.'

"Although the facts of nature with which true science deals, never will be found out of

accord with the Word of God, yet portions of the Bible are undeniably irreconcilable

with the theories which are associated with much of scientific achievement. It must be

insisted that while theories and hypotheses have their proper functions as collateral

aids in dealing with phenomena, they have no right to be elevated to the status of truth,

and never can qualify as competent witnesses to enter the Court of Wisdom and

Knowledge in testimony against the Bible. It is impossible that the validity of the

Scriptures should be impugned by a mere hypothesis.

"Basic to all modern scientific thought in the western civilization is the Copernican

system of astronomy—a system which has been shown to be founded upon A MERE

SUPPOSITION. And yet, this great Copernican system of theoretical astronomy, is

brought into the Court of Human Wisdom to testify AGAINST HIM WHO HAS STATED

THAT HE IS 'THE TRUTH.' This Copernican witness never has been qualified and its

acknowledged inherent character, as just intimated, forever precludes its competence

to testify. Although this system has so profoundly influenced modern thought, as

expressed in cognate sciences which derive authority and support from the Copernican

views, many of the custodians of these views well know the HYPOTHETICAL AND

HENCE INSECURE BASIS UPON WHICH THE WHOLE COPERNICAN SUPER-STRUCTURE

RESTS."

The Validity of Scripture Cannot be Impugned by a Mere Hypothesis

"Prove All Things, Hold Fast That Which is Good"



"The modern so-called scientific spirit is one of questioning. The student is taught to

take nothing for granted, but to investigate, to scrutinize, and that nothing is too sacred

to escape 'scientific' examination. The Bible, too, commands us to PROVE ALL THINGS,

but adds 'HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD.'

"However, even among educated persons today, about all that nine out of ten know

about the Copernican system taught in the schools is that the earth is regarded 'as a

moving ball.' If asked for a proof for this, they confidently offer one or another of the

standard 'proofs' which textbooks and astronomical works have published from

Copernicus down. Certain it is that the proofs of the spherical shape of the earth

learned in the schoolroom, are generally believed to be so conclusive, that few would

dream of questioning them, much less the soundness of the formidable feature which

these proofs are held to establish. In a word for the rank and file of the people who may

not have thought particularly on this subject, the authority of all modern astronomical

and cognate science rests principally upon the positive character assigned to the proofs

for the sphericity of the earth learned in childhood, when—under the influence of

modern teaching on the physical universe—the plastic mind registers as the impress of

truth that which is AN UNPROVED ASSUMPTION. Thus the authority of a MAN-MADE

SYSTEM has taken precedence over Bible statements made in reference to the created

universe to such a degree that it is ALWAYS THE SCRIPTURES that must be 'harmonized'

or regarded as 'tradition,' or explained in this fashion or that, in order to fit in with the

necessities created by the contrivances of superior human wisdom—if indeed THE

SCRIPTURES BE NOT IN THE MAIN DISCARDED. In any issue between Science and the

Scriptures, it is my choice to cut Science to fit my Bible rather than to cut my Bible to fit

the teachings of a Science falsely so-called."

The issue is clear that a Christian taking the Word of God to be inspired must with it also accept

its conception of the earth and the heavenly bodies that move over it. He cannot by any means

of explanation, reconcile it with the assumptions, theories, and hypotheses of Modern

Astronomy. The only way for a Christian to show that he believes the teaching of the Bible is to

reject what the Devil has originated in the tenets of the Newtonian-Copernican system to

encourage infidelity and skepticism.

Modern Astronomy, with its conception of a globular earth revolving on its axis at the rate of a

thousand miles an hour, at the same time traveling in its orbit around the sun at the rate of a

million miles a day, makes it impossible to have any "up" or "down" for its inhabitants except

ONCE every twenty-four hours. If Modern Science has succeeded in making any "up" or "down"

practical impossible then all references in the Bible to "Heaven" are made void and

meaningless. When the Word of God speaks of Heaven as God's "Holy habitation," one having

the conception of a whirling globe asks himself: "Where is Heaven?" And the only answer

Modern Astronomy and Bible Astronomy Cannot Dwell Together

8. A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy for making it ridiculous and

apparently impossible for one to believe in the Ascension of Christ and His Second

Coming.



forthcoming is: "Everywhere in the vast domain of space surrounding the whirling earth,"

which simply means "NOWHERE"!

In the story of Creation it speaks of God creating the firmament of Heaven over the earth.

According to Modern Astronomy the only conclusion to draw of Heaven surrounding a

whirling globe would be that God created SPACE on the second day, which, of course, would be

too ridiculous for any one to believe, since one would have to believe that prior to the second

day of creation the earth was whirling in a SPACELESS universe.

The only Heaven that modern astronomy leaves for one to believe in is the vast expanse of

space, whereas the Word of God asks the question: "IS NOT GOD IN THE HEIGHT OF HEAVEN?

AND BEHOLD THE HEIGHT OF THE STARS, HOW HIGH THEY ARE" (Job 22:12). In the same

chapter of Job we are told that God "walketh in the circuit of Heaven" (Verse 14). According to

modern science, Isaiah, the great prophet of Israel, was as ignorant as Job and Moses, in

declaring that God's abode in Heaven, that "IT IS HE THAT SITTETH ABOVE THE CIRCLE OF

THE EARTH" (Isaiah 40:22, American Revised Version).

The Word of God contains more than 800 references to the "earth,"—never meaning anything

but a stationary earth. It also has over 600 references to Heaven and ALWAYS to a Heaven

existing over the earth, where God has His habitation, and from which He looks down upon the

earth. Unless the Bible "Heaven" means a definite place located beyond the sky, over the earth,

what would be the meaning of the words: "The Lord LOOKED DOWN FROM HEAVEN upon the

children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God" (Isaiah 14:2). "For

He hath LOOKED DOWN from the height of His sanctuary; from Heaven did the Lord behold

the earth" (Psalm 102:19).

Modern Astronomy shows its "cloven hoof" by glorying in the fact that it has made the Bible a

man-made Book by diffusing its conception of a definitely located Heaven into a meaningless

nothing. Modern Astronomy shows its pagan origin by giving us a Heavensless world. That is

what infidel astronomers glory in—that outside of the Bible they have succeeded, by

attainments of Modern Science, in proving the earth-world to be without a Heaven and without

a Hell; without a God and without a Devil; without any fall and without any sin! Why should a

Christian hesitate to declare that such a system is of Satanic origin! In every school, in every

church where the tenets of Modern Astronomy with its whirling globe, are upheld, the same

SERPENT is at work instilling doubt—the same one who was at work in the Garden of Eden,

saying to Eve: "Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the Garden?" Then as Eve

continued in conversation with the serpent he went one step farther and openly declared: "YE

SHALL NOT SURELY DIE." The fall of man was the result of Satan's lie. Falsehood always results

in degeneration. Ruin and decay always follow in the trail of a lie. Our Lord Jesus Christ openly

charged the Devil with being "a liar, and the father of it" (John 8:44). Not only the mind of Eve

was "corrupted" through the "subtilty" of the serpent (II Corinthians 11:3), but also the minds of

multitudes have been poisoned by the Newtonian-Copernican system, until they are unable to

Modern Scientific Terms Reduce Bible Terms to Ridicule

Modern Astronomy Emasculates the Scriptures



think God's thoughts of a Heaven to which Jesus, the Son of God, ascended and from which He

will descend to the earth to establish His Mediatorial, Millennial Kingdom.

Such a thing as sending the Son of God to such a far-distant planet as the earth, to suffer, bleed

and die to provide Atonement for a fallen race and then establish the Kingdom of God upon the

earth, seems preposterous and ridiculous to many inoculated with the virus of Newtonian-

Copernican lies! With the distortion and destruction of the Bible the Christian has been robbed

of his Heaven and of the One Hope, the Great Hope of the Second Coming of Christ, which God

has promised in His Eternal Word! Pagan Astronomy does not want and thoroughly disposes of

any "Rapture" of the saints upon a whirling globe! It does not want any COMING of the Lord FOR

His Saints nor any Coming of the Lord with His Saints. In rejecting the Heaven of the Bible

modern astronomy shows that it does not want the God of the Bible. It does not want the

Kingdom of God because it rejects the revelation of God in the Inspired Holy Scriptures. It does

not want any Atonement, because it does not believe in the fall of man.

Arthur V. White, asking the question: "Why can there be no Biblical Heaven under the

Copernican System?" calls attention to the fact that its "doctrine of the Antipodes" destroys "all

reasonable significance of such words as 'up' and 'above.'" He says: "No longer is 'up' a specific

direction in space, and such phrases as 'UP INTO HEAVEN' or 'HEAVEN ABOVE,' evidently can

no longer have any meaning whatever as indicating a real locality.

"The bearing of this fact has been lost sight of by most people through these centuries

since the Copernican views finally have become so widely disseminated and so

generally accepted. Most educated people are trained in them from their earliest

childhood. Conservatives, loyal to traditional teaching or unquestioning faith, have

operated to maintain in many minds a blind adherence to ideas received from

Scriptural statements, because, even though these Scriptural ideas accord fully with the

evidence of the senses, it is not generally perceived how utterly incompatible they are

with the other intellectual conceptions that have been formed from Modern Scientific

teaching. However, the antagonism inherent in these conceptions, though lulled finally

into a dormant condition, was very keenly felt when they were first put forth.

"People subscribe to what they have been taught as Truth, namely, that this earth is a

sphere whirling through space: and then they read their Bible, sing their hymns, and

bury their dead as though the substance of their hope in a real Heaven had not been

stolen from them. If the 'up' is no longer Up and does not express any specific direction,

then such Scriptural teaching that Heaven is UP and that our Lord Jesus Christ has

ascended UP INTO HEAVEN, does not signify anything real."

Modern Astronomy Belittles the Atoning Sacrifice of Jesus Christ

The Delilah of False Science has Shorn the Locks of Christian Faith



"It is poor satisfaction for many of us to be offered a 'spiritualized Heaven' and a

'spiritualized' Risen and Ascended Savior! The Bible has its own teaching respecting a

spiritual body, but both that body and the Heaven prepared for it, are no less real and

tangible—if terms have any significance at all. If the conceptions of the universe which

we receive from modern teaching render these realities of the Christian faith untenable,

and turn them into mere 'figures of speech'—as the scholarship of today assumes is the

case—what joy and peace, indeed, can we have in believing? Through these many years,

by their subtle impregnation of the human intellect and their steady ramifications into

almost every department of man's development, the Copernican conceptions of the

universe—based upon pagan philosophy and speculation—have become entrenched in

modern thought and life. Their inherent antagonism to the Bible has been belittled and

obscured for a time until, by the Delilah of SCIENCE FALSELY SO-CALLED, the locks of

Christian faith have been shorn, leaving the Church weak and powerless. Now the

Philistines are truly upon us—men who for the most part own no allegiance to the Bible

as a Divine Authority and who reject God's testimony regarding His universe and His

purposes therein, in favor of the ever multiplying and grandiose inventions of the

human intellect. Self-confident as they are in the superiority of the scientific position,

they do not hesitate to challenge 'the conflict is on and must be fought to the finish.'"

A Christian will not entangle himself with the coils of skepticism which Modern Astronomy

winds about its dupes who believe the globular conception of the earth with a blind faith—

without any foundation of reason—rather than accept the plain unvarnished truth concerning

the universe, with a reasonable faith, as set forth in the Word of God.

Throughout all His Messianic Ministry, Jesus supported, endorsed and maintained the Old

Testament Scriptures as the Revelation of God made to man. There never was any deviation,

any compromise, or any apology on the part of Jesus for anything recorded or taught in the

Sacred Scriptures.

No one can question the fact that Jesus believed the story of creation to be true, and He

therefore unqualifiedly accepted the Cosmogony of a stationary earth as set forth in the Old

Testament Scriptures, with the sun, moon and stars as smaller bodies making their individual

circuits over it. One thing is sure: that Jesus in His endorsement of Divine revelation never

supported the Newtonian-Copernican teaching of a whirling Globe! If the Story of Creation was

wrong Jesus would have said so in plain terms. He would have said so regarding the story of the

Deluge and the story of Jonah. On the other hand, it is apparent to every one that Jesus

endorsed each of these great facts set forth in the Bible. Modern Astronomy charges Jesus

either with ignorance, cowardice or deceit in upholding the teaching of the Old Testament on

the subject of Cosmogony. They are not afraid to declare openly that He was mistaken on at

least this one subject, and of course it stands to reason that if on this ONE, then He may have

been or was mistaken on others. Who can believe that Jesus was the Son of God if He was

9. A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy because it undermines the faith,

morals and Spiritual life of the Church.

By Endorsing the Old Testament Jesus Accepted the Bible Cosmogony



mistaken on even one subject only, or with regard to even one fact established in science or

religion!

The Church was founded upon the fact of the Divine Revelation that Jesus is the Son of God.

Therefore, the Church must accept the same belief, the same teaching, that Jesus embraced.

Jesus promised His disciples on the eve of His departure "another Comforter," the Holy Spirit;

"He shall guide you into all truth."

The Book of Revelation with its falling stars, with its portrayal of the Son of God coming down

to earth from Heaven, is built not at all on the whirling world idea, but, upon the conception of

a stationary earth, or else it is made utterly foolish and inexplicable! Modern Astronomy

furnishes no ground for the fulfillment of Divine Prophecy as set forth in the Book of

Revelation.

What a sad plight the Church is in today, having surrendered her Divinely-given revelation of

Bible Cosmogony for the pagan system of Modern Astronomy! Is it any wonder that the Church

has lost her power to win people to God, when she has replaced Divine Revelation with human

education? Our colleges, universities and seminaries today without exception are advocating

Modern Astronomy. Almost the entire ministry of the Church has been led to believe and

accept the teaching of Copernicus in preference to that of Moses on the formation of the earth;

they have placed more confidence in the scientific deductions of Newton and Kepler than in the

declarations of Isaiah or even those of Jesus Christ!

Is it any wonder that the people at large today are looking with suspicion and doubt upon the

Bible, denying what it claims to be, inspired of God? Is it any wonder that the Church, which

has lost "the mind of Christ," and therefore will not accept the idea of a stationary earth as He

did—a Church permeated with pagan doctrines and teaching founded only upon theory and

supposition—at last has departed from God and become Laodicean, being neither hot nor cold.

What will be her end!

Modern Astronomy, in addition to the teaching of Evolution. and Higher Criticism, has been

responsible for cutting the Bible from cover to cover, until it is stripped completely of any

Divine revelation and is regarded merely as are other books—the product of fallible men! Little

need we be surprised to have people reject the Bible when they have been told that its entire

conception of the universe is wrong! Little need we be surprised that many then reject the

atoning work of Christ in providing redemption for a lost world! The Church of Christ is called

to CONTEND FOR; to accept, to support, to endorse, to follow and teach "the faith once for all

delivered to the saints." Instead of contending, we find many ministers and teachers within the

church questioning, apologizing for and doubting the Inspired Word of God, if not openly

rejecting it as Modernism is doing today. Is it a wonder that anarchy, lawlessness, disregard for

parental authority and hypocrisy are increasing on every hand? The Word of God is being

fulfilled today in seeing not "some" but many "depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing

spirits, and DOCTRINES OF DEVILS" (I Timothy 4:1). Modern Astronomy with Evolution and

The Apostate Church Holds Copernicus Above Moses and Newton Superior to Christ

Modernism and False Science Have Reduced the Bible to Fallibility



Higher Criticism may rightly be classed with "Doctrines of devils," for such they are, and Satan's

work of undermining the faith of multitudes is being accomplished by them today.

If the followers of Jesus were as true to the Holy Scriptures as Jesus was, there never would have

been any compromise made with Paganism. As a result of this compromise the Bible has been

banished from the schoolroom. The new generation is being inoculated with the teaching of

Modern Astronomy, to the exclusion of the Bible. Pagan philosophy has captured the minds of

multitudes to the exclusion of Divine revelation.

In giving the Great Commission, Jesus claimed the position not so much of the world's greatest

Teacher, but of the world's ONLY Authoritative Teacher with a direct revelation brought down

from Heaven to earth for the salvation and redemption of mankind. Many of the world's leading

teachers are willing, as was seen in the attitude of the members of the Congress of Religion

held at the World's Fair at Chicago in 1893, to give Jesus a place of eminence in their Pantheon

with other Founders of Religions, like Confucius, Buddha, Brahma, Mahomet and others, but

they are not ready to give HIM THE FIRST and the only place in the control of their minds and

in the affections of their hearts.

In order to know the attitude a Christian should take with reference to Modern Astronomy, it is

of great importance to consider the fact that the Apostolic Church was born with AN UPWARD

LOOK. The Ascension of Christ was the crowning event in the life of Jesus. It was forty days

after His resurrection that Jesus led forth His disciples as far as Bethany—there "parted from

them, and was carried UP INTO HEAVEN." The disciples of Jesus saw Him with uplifted hands

ascend up into Heaven. According to the teachings of Modern Astronomy Jesus simply went out

from the "whirling globe" into what they teach is "endless space," although there is no such

thing as "endless space" since the conception of space itself signifies LIMITATION. The

Apostolic Church believed in a LOCALIZED Heaven over a stationary earth. The disciples, in the

Apostolic Commission entrusted to them, were commanded to bear witness of Him to "the

uttermost part of the earth."

Not only were the disciples witnesses to the fact of Jesus' Ascension "UP INTO HEAVEN," but

what is of greater importance to the spiritual life of the Church, to the declaration made by the

two angelic messengers clothed "in white apparel." As they stood by the disciples while the

Ascension of Jesus was taking place, they said: "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye GAZING UP

INTO HEAVEN? this SAME JESUS, which is taken UP FROM YOU INTO HEAVEN, shall SO COME

IN LIKE MANNER as ye have seen Him go into Heaven" (Acts 1:11). If the Lord, according to the

declaration of the angels, was to DESCEND FROM HEAVEN (take special notice of the

expression used) "IN LIKE MANNER as ye have seen Him go INTO HEAVEN," then we may know

assuredly that the same UPWARD LOOK was to continue in the entire history of the Church

until the Second Coming of Jesus, when this angelic promise will find its literal fulfillment in

the glorious Rapture of the Saints.

10. A Christian should reject Modern Astronomy because it unfits him for

proclaiming the Gospel to an ungodly world.

The Church was Born with and Still Maintains an Upward Look



It matters nothing what agnostics, skeptics and the unbelieving have to say about the

ridiculous conception given to the Church in the beginning of her existence, when she was

made to believe that Jesus ascended from a stationary earth to a definitely localized Heaven

OVER THE EARTH. Not only do the advocates of Modern Astronomy make an Ascension of

Christ impossible from a whirling globe, but they delight in showing how futile is the HOPE,

with which the Church was born, that Jesus will DESCEND IN LIKE MANNER as He ascended

into Heaven. We have no argument with unbelievers. The Church is not called upon to argue

facts. It is her mission to believe and accept and teach the facts set forth in the Word of God. It

is the mission of the Church to declare the FACT of the literal ASCENSION of Christ into a

LITERAL HEAVEN. It is also her mission to declare the fact of His Second Coming in His

DESCENT FROM A LITERAL HEAVEN located above and over the earth. What matters it, if the

worldly-wise scientists mock at the teaching of the Word of God!

To be consistent, a person accepting Modern Astronomy will not only reject the teaching of the

Bible on Cosmogony, but also many other important doctrines taught in the Bible. Many

ministers of the Gospel question the story of the creation of man; they question the Deity and

Divinity of Christ, the Atonement, the Physical Resurrection and the Visible Return of the Son

of God—but they all agree on Modern Astronomy! Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick is perfectly

consistent as an advocate of Modern Astronomy in saying: "I do not believe in the physical

return of Jesus." From whence could a physical Jesus return out of an immensity of space

without a locality for a Heaven? Think of ministers holding a Bible in their hands while

standing in a pulpit, saying "I do not believe in the physical return of Jesus!" Will Modern

Astronomy help any one to believe in the "physical return of Jesus?"

It was God's plan and purpose that THE UPWARD LOOK of the Church was to be maintained

throughout her entire existence. In order to do this it was necessary for the Church to maintain

and uphold the Biblical conception of cosmogony. According to the Word of God, no provision

was made anywhere for a change in the fundamental conception of cosmogony, in order to

comply with Modern Astronomy. Many are sad at heart that no such provision was made to

have at least the language of the New Testament in accord with the "findings of Modern

Science." Instead of standing unqualifiedly with the Word of God on the question of cosmogony,

many have impeached the Bible of being guilty of error and falsehood, preferring the wisdom

of man to "the wisdom of God." One thing is sure, there was no deviation from the angelic

declaration of an actual ASCENT and also an equally actual, literal, visible DESCENT in the

entire history of the apostolic Church.

If there was to be any change in the cosmological teaching of the Church, there was no need to

wait until the time of Copernicus in the Sixteenth Century. Why should not that change have

been made in the First Century? Why did not that master intellect, Paul, with his knowledge of

Greek culture and learning, perceive that the Pythagorean conception of a globular, whirling

Modern Astronomy Makes the Ascent and Descent of Christ Impossible

A Consistent Modernist Must Reject Other Bible Doctrines as Well as Cosmogony

Had the Bible Not Been Correct in its Cosmography Paul Would Have Seen It



world must be taken in preference to the "narrow, contracted" conception of a stationary earth"

and a localized Heaven over it?

The Encyclopedia Britannica, under the article "Earth," says that "the spherical-form discovery

of the earth is undoubtedly a discovery of Pythagoras (582 B.C.) and was taught by the

Pythagoreans."

In the same article we are told that "the notion that the. earth was fixed and immovable at the

center, long possessed the minds of men; and we find the illustrious Ptolemy accepting this

view in the Second Century A.D. and rejecting the notion of a rotating earth—a theory which

had been proposed as early as the Fifth Century B.C. by Philolaus on philosophical grounds,

and in the Third Century B.C., by the Astronomer Aristarchus of Samos, who argued that if the

earth rotated, then points on the Equator had the enormous velocity of about 1,000 m. per hour,

and as a consequence there should be terrific gales from the East. The fact that there were no

such gales invalidated, in his opinion, the theory."

From a philosophical standpoint, ancient Greek philosophers in the pre-Christian era rejected

the idea of a spherical rotating earth.

With this discussion argued lively among Greek philosophers both for and against a spherical

earth for FIVE centuries before the Christian Era, there was no excuse for the New Testament,

especially in the writings of Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles, not to have been set right; yet in

the face of all these controversies going on in the Greek world, the New Testament tenaciously

adheres to the cosmogony laid down in the story of Creation by Moses, who was learned in all

the wisdom of Egypt. The wisdom of Egypt and the wisdom of the Greeks and Romans was full

of all kinds of speculative theories, founded on uncertainty, whereas "the wisdom of God" gave

us a cosmogony in accord with facts clearly set forth in the Word of God.

It may be said to the credit and honor of the Church, that the Bible conception of the universe

was upheld and maintained for many centuries. When Galileo (1564-1642) because of his

experiment with the pendulum at Pisa, began to uphold the Copernican system of a whirling

globe, afterwards defending it in the strongest terms, the "Holy Congregation" made up of a

committee of Cardinals, replied on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church in the following

terms:

"(1) The proposition that the sun is the center of the world and immovable from its place

is absurd, philosophically false and formally heretical, because it is expressly contrary

to the Holy Scriptures.

"(2) The proposition that the earth is not the center of the world, not immovable, but

that it moves, and also with a diurnal motion, is also absurd, philosophically false and

theologically considered equally erroneous in faith." The congregation of the

Inquisition—March 1616.

The Globular Theory Rejected by Ptolemy in the Second Century

The Latin Church Rejected the Globularity of the Earth as Contrary to Scripture



"One argument in addition to declaring the Copernican theory 'philosophically and scripturally

false' can be added today, that perhaps was not practical at that time, when the Roman Catholic

Cardinals made reply to Galileo, and that is that the Copernican theories of Modern Astronomy

have been found "experimentally false" also.

Had the Church always remained true to the teaching of the Word of God on this important

subject, it would be in a better position to combat unbelief. With the compromise made by the

Church with so-called Modern Science, she has put herself in a position where she is powerless

to proclaim the infallible inerrancy of the Sacred Scriptures, she has cast a stone of stumbling

in the way of many who have sought to believe that the Bible is the Word of God. No one

holding to the tenets of Modern Astronomy can believe that the authors of the Books of the

Bible were guided by the Holy Spirit in giving utterance to their cosmological conceptions.

Instead of the Church holding herself as a Virgin-Bride in ardent expectation of the

Bridegroom's Return from Heaven, she has lost that expectant longing for her Lover, the Christ.

Who claims her as His Blood-bought Purchased Possession; she has listened to the strange

wooer, the Wisdom of this World and through the guile of this strange lover she has been

trapped in the meshes of Modernism, Higher Criticism and Modern Astronomy. Can the Church

—being untrue to the "Faith once for all delivered to the Saints" and showing more confidence

in the "enlightened wisdom of Modern Science" than in the Word of God—expect that the Son of

God will continue to bestow His affection and Divine love on her when she has become "neither

hot nor cold, but lukewarm"? Can any one wonder that the Son of God will spew out of His

mouth this conglomerate mass of unbelief and worldly-mindedness? Of what use can an

organization be in extending the Kingdom of God where it has gone contrary to the underlying

Divine principles! Can a church like Laodicea take any vital interest in the salvation of the

sinful when she manifests greater interest in philosophical speculations than in teaching the

need of regeneration and salvation?

The Church cannot win souls when she does not stand true to the Word of God. The Church

cannot preach the Gospel when she is spending her time teaching false science and upholding

ideas and principles that are as foreign to the Bible as darkness is to daylight. Is it any wonder

that it has been difficult for missionaries to explain the discrepancies of Modern Science with

the teaching of the Bible! The enlightened, thinking people of China, India, Japan and other

countries, cannot understand why missionaries should go to the trouble of bringing the Bible to

their shores when these same missionaries believe its cosmological conceptions are erroneous

and false.

How detrimental the Copernican views have been to the foreign fields has been well stated by

ARTHUR V. WHITE in his writings on "Science and Religion," in which he says:

By Compromising the Church is Unable to Combat the March of Modernism

Modern Science Has Wrecked the Faith of Multitudes

Astronomical Teaching at Variance with the Bible, a Deterrent in Missionary Fields



"Now, in carrying the Christian Gospel to the foreign countries, the missionaries,

trained under the influence of Western scholarship, and thus indoctrinated with

Copernican views, have carried also the modern cosmological conceptions of the West.

These conceptions have presented a cosmogony quite at variance with the cosmogony

of the people to whom the Gospel was being offered.

"Consider, for example, the Chinese, who say: 'We have better philosophers and men of

higher intelligence than any of you ever have been able to produce. You can tell us that

the earth goes around the sun, when we know by our senses that it does not. If you won't

use your eyes and believe what you see, you must be dead to all teaching and

instruction and we will have nothing to do with you.'

"It has been discovered that the West does not itself believe what it has asked the East to

accept. Many missionaries even have been found who lack faith and reverence toward

the very Scriptures they were pledged to teach as the living Word of God. Educated in

the Western schools and colleges and indoctrinated with modern scientific views, these

missionaries and teachers, while professedly Christian, have gone to foreign fields

unqualified to go, primarily because they have not themselves believed implicitly in the

Bible as the sole ground and authority for their messages—in the fully inspired and

inerrant Word of God. Devout and earnest missionaries have been grievously

handicapped in their endeavors through the teachings which they received as true, yet

which manifestly are in conflict with the Book they were essaying to pass on as the

Word of Life."

"Though many sincere missionaries, gripped by a real allegiance to the truth as it is in

Christ, have put aside the questionings aroused in their own minds, and have sought to

content themselves with the various efforts that are abroad, to harmonize, or to gloss

over the radical inconsistencies in the scientific and Biblical positions, nevertheless,

those to whom their messages go are often less ready to accept a Gospel the authority of

which is impaired at any point. The poor 'simpleminded but intelligent native' might be

put off for a time by such temporizing, but what of foreign peoples in the main, the

highly intelligent peoples of the East—China, Japan, India—especially when they have

become imbued with a like critical spirit through receiving the doctrines of the West?

We are seeing the effects in the movements in foreign lands today. Like a thing that is

neither cold nor hot, this devitalized Christianity is spewed out. Sowing doubt of God's

Word has been like sowing the wind, and the whirlwind has been assembling its forces."

John Wesley, generally known as the Founder of Methodism (1703-1791), considered the

greatest figure of the Eighteenth Century than whom "no single figure influenced so many

minds, and no single voice touched so many hearts," was ready and willing to stand upon the

Inspired Word of God ever and against the claims of Modern Astronomy. He set the right

example for every follower of Christ in calling into question the claims of Modern Astronomy,

when he said: "The more I consider them, the more I doubt all systems of astronomy. Even with

regard to the distance of the sun from the earth, some affirm it to be only three, others ninety

millions of miles. I cannot help but doubt Modern Astronomy; the more I consider, the more

Sowing the Wind of Doubt of God's Word Has Brought the Whirlwind as a Reward

John Wesley Gravely Doubted Modern Astronomy



my doubts increase, so that at present I doubt whether any man on earth knows either the

distance or magnitude, I will not say of a fixed star, but of Saturn or Jupiter, yea of the sun or

moon."

There have been many students of the Word of God who have taken in hand to defend teachings

of the Bible on Cosmology.

In considering the terrible effects of apostasy in the Church, brought about to a great extent

through Modern Science, and which has devitalized the message of the Church, it is well to call

to mind that the Word of God holds out no remedy for Apostasy, but only judgment! Shall it be

said that at this time of a universal falling away from the Bible, there is no church that stands

true to the Bible? Has the whole Church of Christ renounced the Cosmogony of the Bible? Has

the entire Church been engulfed in Modern Science? Are there not any that are expecting the

fulfillment of the angelic message that Jesus will return "in like manner as He was taken up into

Heaven"?

Although Modern Science is largely responsible for the universal indifference manifested

toward the Word of God, we have reason to be grateful that there have been brave, earnest souls

who have put forth special efforts to understand what the Word of God teaches on the subject of

Cosmology, and they are in full accord with science in the true sense of the Word. Many

interesting books have been written to prove the Bible account that "the surfaces of the earth

and seas form one vast extended and motionless plane."

Mention could be made of the extended literary and scientific labors of:

Rowbotham, writing under the nom de plume of "Parallax."

Albert Smith published many pamphlets and articles under the name "Zetes," on Bible

Cosmology or "Is the Earth a Globe?"

Lady Blount of England used large resources to bring this teaching to the attention of many

people.

Another writer calling himself "Rectangle," wrote on "Zetetic Cosmogony."

Orlando Ferguson wrote on the subject, "The Square World."

The Rev. John Umich issued a book on the subject: "The Earth is Not Round."

Alexander Gleason wrote a book, entitled: "Is the Bible From Heaven. Is the Earth a Globe?"

C. S. De Ford wrote on the subject, "The Earth an Outstretched Plane."

William Carpenter, of Baltimore, wrote "ONE HUNDRED PROOFS" that the earth is not a

globe.

Mr. Charles Morris wrote on "Unpopular Truth Against Popular Error."

Arthur V. White of recent date wrote on "Science and Religion."

These and other writers have put forth great individual efforts of labor and expense to bring the

Cosmology of the Bible to the attention of the public. They have not labored in vain, for they

Many Godly Men Have Rejected False Science and Stood for Bible Truths



have furnished many scientific, practical, unanswerable proofs against the claims of Modern

Astronomy.

However great have been the efforts put forth by these and other writers that have taken in

hand to defend the Bible, it must be said that to Wilbur Glenn Voliva belongs the honor of

having brought this issue to the attention of more people than all other writers and lecturers on

this subject combined. To this servant of God belongs the honor that no one else can claim of

having a Church stand with him on this important teaching of God's Word—the Christian

Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion. This Church was brought into existence by John Alexander

Dowie in these last days of apostasy for the purpose of championing every issue upon the

Inspired Word of God. Wilbur Glenn Voliva as Zion's leader for many years has stood firm as a

rock—upon the teaching of the Word of God, with but one Motto—"STICK TO THE BIBLE"—and

therewith he has challenged the advocates of Modern Astronomy to furnish one proof of the

earth's sphericity, with the promise of a reward of $5,000.00. The newspapers and magazines

have found out that this issue cannot be laughed down! They have begun to realize that it is a

great and serious issue, that must be faced by friend and foe. Many scholars have been

compelled to think into this issue and, to their surprise, have found that it is not only based

upon clear revelation, as set forth in the Inspired Word of God, but also upon clear logic and

sound reasoning.

The Christian Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion stands with its leader upon the Bible as THE

INSPIRED WORD OF GOD.

Our Lord Jesus Christ sent forth His disciples with the Great Commission—"Go ye into all the

world and preach the Gospel to every creature."

The Word of God is the greatest Literary Product of all ages! No truer words ever were penned

than those of John G. Holland when he wrote "All that has been done to weaken the foundation

of an implicit faith in the Bible, as a whole, has been at the expense of the sense of religious

obligation and at the cost of human happiness." Only those who read the Word of God with a

view of understanding it, will be among those "bearing fruit."

The doctrine taught in the Bible on the Cosmogony of the Universe is as much a matter of

Divine Revelation as is the doctrine of redemption, regeneration and salvation of mankind. If

that is true, what right has any one to say, "I will accept this, but not that, taught in the Bible"? It

is the duty of the Christian Church to sound true on each and all of the doctrines of the Bible—

as spokes are to a wheel, as is "the Compass to the North Star."

The close of the Gospel Age is at hand! Many within the Church are openly denying the Word of

God. The words of Paul are being fulfilled that "the time will come when they will not endure

sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
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ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (II

Timothy 4:3, 4).

The best way for one to destroy error and falsehood is by giving the people THE TRUTH; the

best way to wipe out darkness is to turn on the light; the best way to overcome starvation is to

set a bounteous banquet before the hungry. Spurgeon said: "If a crooked stick is before you, you

need not explain how crooked it is. Lay a straight one down by the side of it, and the work is

well done. Preach the truth, and error will stand abashed in its presence."

The leader of Zion has been the Champion of the truth. He may rightly be called the Martin

Luther of the Cosmological Reformation, who has nailed the Thesis of God's Inspired Word on

Cosmogony on the doors of the Laodicean Church! The gauntlet of battle for God's Word has

been thrown into the rings by the servant of God with the challenge: "WHO IS ON THE LORD'S

SIDE? WHO WILL STAND BY THE BIBLE? WHO WILL FOLLOW THE WORD OF GOD?"

It is in accordance with God's will and purpose that prior to the sounding of the Trumpet for

Christ's Return, God's people in the Church shall be delivered from the delusion of a

Heavenless, globular earth, and shall be brought to believe in a localized Heaven over the earth,

from which the sound of the trumpet will go forth and the words will be heard: "COME UP

HITHER!" The raptured Saints will not go off from a whirling globe in every direction into

space! Instead of gathering into one place, they would then go further from the earth in every

direction, further from each other, never to meet, never to be with the Lord! What a farce

would be such a "Second Coming of Christ"! Thank God it is not such a Second Coming of Christ

that is presented to us in the Bible!

A Christian cannot go fifty-fifty with the Bible and Modern Astronomy. The Bible is either right

or wrong in its cosmological teachings. A Christian should care nothing for the scorn of those

who oppose the Word of God. Zion's leader has sounded out the clarion call to Christians

everywhere, to stand by the Word of God in combating the pagan, speculative, false doctrine of

Modern Astronomy.

Lest Modern Astronomy be found to be a lie, there is just one move that Satan found necessary

to make in order to lull to sleep in the cradle of a whirling globe the foolish virgins and thus

keep their vessels empty of the Word of God, empty of the hope of the Coming Bridegroom,

saying:

". . . Where is the promise of His Coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things

continue as they were from the beginning of the Creation.

In answer to this false statement, the inspired writer declares:

For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the Word of God the Heavens were of old,

and THE EARTH STANDING OUT OF THE WATER AND IN THE WATER:

Whereby the world that then was, BEING OVERFLOWED WITH WATER, perished:

But the Heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same Word are kept in store,

reserved unto fire against the Day of Judgment and perdition of ungodly men.—II Peter

3:4-7.
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Modern Astronomy and Postmillennialism go hand in hand. Bible Astronomy alone is the

proper foundation upon which to build the Premillennial structure of Christ's Coming from

Heaven to gather the Saints in the Glorious Rapture unto Himself in Heaven. The Bible does not

teach both Postmillennialism and Premillennialism. The Bible does not teach both a whirling

globe and a stationary earth. The Bible does not teach a lie and also the truth. The issue is clear:

if the Bible is a lie, put it aside; if it is true, then accept its teachings, no matter how much they

are in conflict with Modern Science and Modern Astronomy. There is no middle ground. Stand

on one side of the line or the other. Do not say you accept the teachings of the Bible, when you

believe in the whirling globe that Modern Astronomy has presented. Do not say you have the

UPWARD LOOK for Christ's Premillennial Coming, when you believe that you will have to go off

from a whirling globe into a so-called infinite space. If you are a Christian, put aside error and

falsehood. If you are a follower of Christ, cut loose from "the father of lies"—the Devil—and free

yourself from the tissue of lies that Modern Astronomy has woven about your mind and heart.

A Christian believes that the Word of God is true. A Christian will ring true to the Bible. A

Christian, with the Bible in heart and hand, will rejoice with uplifted look to Heaven above, to

hear the last words of Jesus recorded in the Bible: "SURELY, I COME QUICKLY!" And he will

gladly unite in the last prayer of the Bible found among its very last words: "AMEN. EVEN SO,

COME, LORD JESUS." It is to such believing Christians that the last promise of the Bible belongs:

"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen" (Revelation 22:20, 21).

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get

understanding.—Proverbs 4:7.

Editor's note: This article by Apostle Anton Darms is reprinted in full from the May 10, 1930 edition of

Leaves of Healing (Vol. 66, No. 9), pages 143–155 and 186, published by the Christian Catholic Apostolic

Church in Zion, Illinois. The original issue is in the public domain and may be read in its entirety at

Google Books. Text reformatted for readability; wording preserved as printed, with a duplicated passage

(arising from the source copy) removed and two phrases restored to the original printing.
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