
OBEDIENCE
Who do you obey?







Milgrim Experiment 1963 Yale
Location: Prestigious Yale University

636 participants were tested in 18 variation studies conducted between 1961 and 1962 at Yale University.


1 Authority Figure (Experimenter) wore lab coat.

1 Teacher (test subject) 

1 Learner (actor)


In original study, 40 male test subjects (volunteered / paid $4.50. Newspaper ad.)

No shocks were given to the learner (actor), but the teacher believed they were. 


Purpose of the study: Examine obedience and how far would someone go when given orders to hurt someone. 


Watch modern test of it here…. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JWrw0rHQ0U

Watch original documentary produced by Pilgrim here… https://youtu.be/rdrKCilEhC0?si=21QEMkBPQiQfgT2V


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JWrw0rHQ0U
https://youtu.be/rdrKCilEhC0?si=21QEMkBPQiQfgT2V


Milgrim Experiment 1963 Yale
PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENT:

Stanley Milgrim conducted an experiment focusing on the conflict between obedience to authority and personal conscience.

Examined justifications for acts of genocide offered by those accused at the World War II, Nuremberg War Criminal trials. 
Their defense often was based on obedience – that they were just following orders from their superiors.


The experiments began in July 1961, a year after the trial of Adolf Eichmann—the German bureaucrat responsible for 
transporting Jews to the extermination camps during the Holocaust—concluded in Jerusalem. 


Milgrim devised the experiment to answer the question:


“Could it be that Eichmann and his million accomplices in the Holocaust were just following orders? Or could we call them 
all accomplices?”


Milgrim (1963) wanted to investigate whether Germans were particularly obedient to authority figures, as this was a common 
explanation for the Nazi killings in World War II.


https://www.simplypsychology.org/milgram.html



Milgrim Experiment 1963 Yale
EACH TEST SUBJECT WAS TOLD EXACTLY THE SAME THING IN THE THE SAME ORDER…. 

POLITENESS USED, CALM INSTRUCTIONS (NAZIS SCREAMED)


There were four prods, and if one was not obeyed, then the experimenter (Mr. Williams) read out the next prod, and so on.


Prod 1 : Please continue.

Prod 2: The experiment requires you to continue.

Prod 3 : It is absolutely essential that you continue.

Prod 4 : You have no other choice but to continue.

These prods were to be used in order, and begun afresh for each new attempt at defiance (Milgram, 1974, p. 21). 


The experimenter also had two special prods available. These could be used as required by 
the situation:

Although the shocks may be painful, there is no permanent tissue damage, so please 
go on’ (ibid.)

‘Whether the learner likes it or not, you must go on until he has learned all the word 
pairs correctly. So please go on’ (ibid., p. 22).


https://www.simplypsychology.org/milgram.html



Milgrim Experiment 1963 Yale
RESULTS of ORIGINAL STUDY:

65% (two-thirds) of participants (i.e., teachers) continued to the highest level of 450 volts. 
All the participants continued to 300 volts.


Milgrim suggested that two things must be in place for a person to enter the agentic state:

1. The person giving the orders is perceived as being qualified to direct other people’s 
behavior. That is, they are seen as legitimate.

2. The person being ordered about is able to believe that the authority will accept 
responsibility for what happens.


https://www.simplypsychology.org/milgram.html



UNIFORM:

In the original baseline study – the experimenter wore a gray lab coat to symbolize his 
authority (a kind of uniform).


The lab coat worn by the experimenter in the original study served as a crucial symbol 
of scientific authority that increased obedience. The lab coat conveyed expertise and 
legitimacy, making participants see the experimenter as more credible and trustworthy.


Milgram carried out a variation in which the experimenter was called away because of a 
phone call right at the start of the procedure.  The role of the experimenter was then 
taken over by an ‘ordinary member of the public’ ( a confederate) in everyday clothes 
rather than a lab coat. The obedience level dropped to 20%.


Milgrim Experiment: RESULTS FROM VARIATIONS



Milgrim Experiment: RESULTS FROM VARIATIONS

LOCATION:

In this non-university setting, obedience rates dropped to 47.5% compared to 65% 
in the original Yale experiments. This suggests that the status of location affects 
obedience.


SOCIAL SUPPORT:

Their disobedience provided social proof that it was acceptable to disobey. This 
modeling of defiance lowered obedience to only 10% compared to 65% without 
such social support. It demonstrated that social modeling can validate challenging 
authority.

The presence of others who are seen to disobey the authority figure reduces the level 
of obedience to 10%.




Milgrim Experiment 1963 Yale
TOUCH PROXIMITY CONDITION:

The teacher had to force the learner’s hand down onto a shock plate when the learner refused 
to participate after 150 volts. Obedience fell to 30%.


Forcing the learner’s hand onto the shock plate after 150 volts physically connected the 
teacher to the consequences of their actions. This direct tactile feedback increased the 
teacher’s personal responsibility.


No longer shielded from the learner’s reactions, the proximity enabled participants to more 
clearly perceive the harm they were causing, reducing obedience to 30%. Physical distance 
and indirect actions in the original setup made it easier to rationalize obeying the 
experimenter.


The participant is no longer buffered/protected from seeing the consequences of their actions.



Milgrim Experiment 1963 Yale
TWO TEACHER CONDITION:

When participants could instruct an assistant (confederate) to press the switches, 92.5% 
shocked to the maximum of 450 volts.


Allowing the participant to instruct an assistant to press the shock switches diffused 
personal responsibility and likely reduced perceptions of causing direct harm.


By attributing the actions to the assistant rather than themselves, participants could more 
easily justify shocking to the maximum 450 volts, reflected in the 92.5% obedience rate.


When there is less personal responsibility, obedience increases.




Milgrim Experiment 1963 Yale
SOCIAL SUPPORT CONDITION: 


When the two confederates set an example of defiance by refusing to continue the shocks, especially early on 
at 150 volts, it permitted the real participant also to resist authority.


Two other participants (confederates) were also teachers but refused to obey. Confederate 1 stopped at 150 
volts, and Confederate 2 stopped at 210 volts.


Their disobedience provided social proof that it was acceptable to disobey. This modeling of defiance 
lowered obedience to only 10% compared to 65% without such social support. It demonstrated that social 
modeling can validate challenging authority.


The presence of others who are seen to disobey the authority figure reduces the level of obedience to 
10%.




• NON Prestigious Location (47.5% obedience)

• PLAIN CLOTHES worn by “Authority Figure” (20% obeyed)

• Separation from the person (“actor learner”) perceived to be harmed (30%)

• Teacher would defy authority when joined by a co confederate (actor teacher) in 

defiance. (10% obeyed)

• Teacher would completely not obey when 2 Experimentors would argue about 

whether it was ethical to proceed in front of the Teacher.  

• Teacher Separation from the Authority Figure (20.5% obeyed)

• Teacher who instructed another to inflict harm (92.5% obeyed).

• Teacher forced “learner” hand down in order to inflict the pain (30% obedience)


OBEDIENCE RESULTS FROM VARIATIONS (when not 
changed, 65% complied)



So these were key factors influencing the teacher to go against his moral conscience 
to harm an innocent person.

 

• Perception of Established Authority Figure by the Teacher

• Uniform Worn by Authority figure Experimenter.  

• Prestigious Location - Yale University!

• Close Proximity of the Teacher to the Learner and the Experimenter

• Teacher was alone making the choice to inflict pain. 

• Teacher was told Experimenter was responsible for any harm caused. 

• Teacher not directly inflicting pain but instructing another who went along with it 

greatly increased obedience.  


KEY FACTORS increasing OBEDIENCE. 



In the documentary The Pleasure Trap by Dr Doug Lisle, Psychiatrist, he stated 
that there was one individual who from the very first infliction of pain, when the 
learner cried out, refused to continue. When questioned why he said…


1. He was a pastor and read and  BELIEVED THE TEACHINGS in the Bible,  that 
God was his authority figure not man and…


2. He stated he had PREPARED for such a test, such a crisis. Like the 5 wise 
virgins who had oil in their lamps!


Milgrim Experiment: The one who refused



EXAMPLES FROM THE BIBLE OF 
RIGHTEOUS OBEDIENCE…



The authority figure was FAR AWAY.


The instructions given were given LONG AGO 


Instructions given when he was COMMON MAN,  LOWLY and 
HUMILIATED.  


You have NEVER SEEN the authority figure - only READ of him, 
and possibly “experienced” him or his work through His holy spirit, 
in your life 


What true obedience and love.    

WHO DO YOU OBEY? GOD OR MAN? 

The Parable of 
the 10 Virgins



The authority figure was FAR AWAY.


The instructions given were given LONG AGO 


Instructions given when he was COMMON MAN,  LOWLY and 
HUMILIATED.  


You have NEVER SEEN the authority figure - only READ of him, 
and possibly “experienced” him or his work through His holy spirit, 
in your life 


What true obedience and love.    

WHO DO YOU OBEY? GOD OR MAN? 

3 HEBREW WORTHIES REFUSED TO BOW DOWN 



3 HEBREW WORTHIES…
DANIEL 3: 

“Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought 
these men before the king.Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? Now if you are ready when you hear the 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have 
made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the 
god who will deliver you out of my hands?”


Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer 
you in this matter. If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the golden image that you have set up.”…


Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three 
men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” He answered and said, “But I see four 
men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of 
the gods.”




Peter DEFIED the EARTHLY authorities, and refused to not preach 
the gospel, a direct instruction from Jesus, his TRUE AUTHORITY, 
HIS TRUE King,  who had gone far away. 

ACTS 5: 27-32

And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and 
the high priest asked them, 

Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this 
name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and 
intend to bring this man's blood upon us. 

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey 
God rather than men. 
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a 
tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we 
are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom 
God hath given to them that obey him.

But GOD was with them in the persecution and like them, the 
144,000 won’t be harmed



Peter DEFIED the EARTHLY authorities, and refused to not preach 
the gospel, a direct instruction from Jesus, his TRUE AUTHORITY, 
HIS TRUE King,  who had gone far away. 

ACTS 5: 27-32

And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and 
the high priest asked them, 

Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this 
name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and 
intend to bring this man's blood upon us. 

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey 
God rather than men. 
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a 
tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we 
are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom 
God hath given to them that obey him.

WHOM DID PETER OBEY?



The book of  
Esther
She hid her identity, but when she 
realized her people would be 
slaughtered ,she risked her life, 
DISOBEYED authority of the wicked 
actions of her earthly KING, and went 
before him to plead for the life of 
herself and her people.  



All the king's servants, and the people of the king's provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or 
woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is not called, there is one law of his to 
put him to death, except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live: but I 
have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty days.


And they told to Mordecai Esther's words.


Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the 
king's house, more than all the Jews.


For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and 
deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be 
destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?


Esther 4:12-14 



Jesus warning us… 



Matthew 24:4,5

Take heed that no man deceive you.

For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.


Luke 21:5-7 

And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he said, As for these 
things which ye behold, the days will come, in the which there shall not be left one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down. And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things be? and what 
sign will there be when these things shall come to pass? 8And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for 
many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them. 


So you are PREPARED… Jesus warns against 
“authority” deceivers…  notice prestigious location



And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which 
dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 

And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the 
sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he 
had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should 
make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. And he had power to 
give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that 
as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.nd he causeth all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, 
or the number of his name.Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of 
the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.


You were warned throughout scriptures… the final test far greater than the 
Milgrim Experiment is soon to come… Revelation 13:13-18.



Participants in the study had no time to think about what they were asked to do. They 
were told what their job was and then immediately set to do it. No going home to 
consider or notice if there was anything amiss. So with the Bible lessons. They had to 
make instant decisions that determined their fate, and their character if it would be fit 
for heaven. This is why the 10 commandments have to be ingrained in your heart and 
mind. It is why David meditated on them day and night. Only someone who does this 
and spends time with Jesus daily will be able to make the right decision in the critical 
moments ahead of us.  


Key Takeaway from the Milgrim Study and the Bible 
lessons…



Revelation 14:12

Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.


There will be those who obey righteousness and 
overcome earthly authorities… some with the their 
lives… 



Once to every man and nation, 
Comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of truth with falsehood, 
For the good or evil side; 
Some great cause, some great decision, 
Offering each the bloom or blight, 
And the choice goes by forever, 
’Twixt that darkness and that light.


Then to side with truth is noble, 
When we share her wretched crust, 
Ere her cause bring fame and profit, 
And ’tis prosperous to be just; 
Then it is the brave man chooses 
While the coward stands aside, 
Till the multitude make virtue 
Of the faith they had denied.


Once to every man and nation

James Lowell 

By the light of burning martyrs, 
Christ, Thy bleeding feet we track, 
Toiling up new Calv’ries ever 
With the cross that turns not back; 
New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient good uncouth, 
They must upward still and onward, 
Who would keep abreast of truth.


Though the cause of evil prosper, 
Yet the truth alone is strong; 
Though her portion be the scaffold, 
And upon the throne be wrong; 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above His own.



